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Chriftianiſſimus Chriftianandus. 


L OR, 
Reaſon for the Reduction of FRANCE 
to a more Chriſtian State in EU R OP E, 


Section I. 
Being an INTRODUCTION. 


Ertainly 'tis high time to think of making the 
Miniſters of France better Chriſtians, when 'tis 
apparent they have taken up the Principles of 
the Common Enemy of Chriſtendom, and make his 

Maximes the Rules and the Meaſure of their Proceedings. 
Abſolute Power at home, and Zniverſal Empire abroad, is 
their Aim as well as the Tarks ; and ſeeing that by their 
aQions all the Duties of Chriſtianity are laid in the dirt, 
it were hard to determine under which of the Two Chrj- 
{terdom would obtain Faireſt Quarter, after an abſolute 
Conqueſt. For though France be owner of the better Faith, 
yet the other keep Paith better ; becauſe all Travellers tell 
us the Turk counts it Religion to keep Word and Promiſe. 
But (it ſeems) France may do any thing Regnand; cauſa, 

as we ſhall ſhew by and by, when we come to tell how 
little value is made of Promiſes, Obligations, Alliances, and 
the Sacraments, In theſe things they exceed the Grand 
Seignior : but in matter and extent of abſo/ute Dominion 
they are his Rivals, and aſpiring to foreſtal himin his de- 
ſign upon Europe, to become ſole Maſters of a Weſtern, 
as he is of the Eaſtern Empire. And why not 2 Why 
ſhould not Loxis the 14th have it now, as his Predeceſlor, 
Charlemain, had it heretofore 2 His great Miniſters and 
Officers both Civil and Military, fay, They have ample 
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Territories, and very populous, and a moſt numerous 
Nobility and Gentry ; as much courage as their anceſtors, 
together with the advantage of being trained up either 
to ations of war, or warlike exerciſes: alſo the Situation 
of their Country, and the opportunity they have by it 
to invade their Neighbours upon all occaſions ; the Fruit- 
fulneſs of the Soil, the prodigious quantity of all forts of 
Commodities, ManutaQtures, and other ways, with 
which they ſupply neighbouring Countries ; and laſtly, 
the vaſt Revenues of their Kings,, who governing of late 
without check or controul at home, are thercby the more 
able to oppreſs other States or Princes. They boaſt how 
Charles the Eighth ſrighted all other Potentates, by thg 
ſurprizing Conqueſt oft the Kingdom of Naples : How: 
they contended with the Auſtrian Family, when it had 
been raisd on a ſudden to a wondrous Grandeur, by the 
ceſſion of innumerable Provinces, united in the perſon 
of Charles the Fifth : and that their KingIFrancs I. lzad like 
to have carried from him the /mperia! Crown, having to 
that end engaged ſeveral of the Electors : but they forget 
to tell us, that when he had miſt it, then to be revenged 
on the Emperor, and the other Chriſtian Princes, he was 
the firſt that taught the French Kings the moſt Chriſtian 
trick of making Leagues with the 7arks ; for ſo he did 
with the Great Solyman the Magnificent, as you may read 
in my Lord 7erbert's Hiſtory of our Henry the Eighth : 
and God proſper'd him accordingly : for though he had 
ſeveral times the Turks atſiſtance to carry on his Revenge- 
ful Deſigns, to the hazard of all Chriſtendom, yet at laſt 
he was forc'd to yield to the victorious Arms of that Em- 
perour Charles, who took him Priſoner, and made him 
buy his Peace at an extraordinary Rate. But yet his Son 
Henry the Second had better ſucceſs, and would have 
extended” his Dominions very far, had he not bcen pre- 
vented by a ſudden, unfortunate Death, as did alſo his 
Suc.ceſlor, Henry the Third, 
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Then came on his Succeſſor, ' Henry the Fourth, and of 
him they boaſt; that he ſubdued Monſters of FaQtions at 
home, and afterwards revived that. Monſtrous Deſigr.of: 
graſping all abroad : that having made good his Title to 
the Crown by the Succeſs of his Arms, he bent all his 
thoughts upon a Project, vaſt in the extent of it, as 
extraordinary in the Nature of it, intending no leſs than 
to caſt Europe into a new Mode], and reduce all the King- 
doms and Common-wealths that were in his time, to a 
certain number, and to bring them into ſuch bounds as 
he ſhould think fit to preſcribe to them ; but to reſerve 
to himſelf a Portion ſo conſiderable, as to have enabled. 
him, or at leaſt his Succeſſors, to grow up into that ſtate 
of Univerſal Monarch, which had been firſt imagined by 
his Predecefſor Francis. To this eftet he had made choice 
of kis Generals, and other great Officers, furniſhed his 
Arcenals with mighty Stores of Arms, and colleed pro- 
Cigious Sums of Mony into his Treaſury ; and then all 
came to nothing by a ſuddain unexpected ſtroke, which 
was given him by the Hand of Ravai/ac. 

Atter him- his fon Lewis the 132h, Father of the preſent 
King, though, by reaſon of ſome domeſtick broyls and 
civil Wars, he was not at leiſure to carry on the Projet 
of his Predeccſlors, by imploying that way the great Ar- 
mory and Vealth which his Father had provided; yet ſtill 
he had an Eye towards it; and Cardiral Richelien, with the 
reſt of his M.nifters, finding that the Houſe of Auſtria 
was very near bringing all Germany under their ſubjeAton, 
and after the Battle of Prague ſtood fair to carry away 
Pniverſal Empire (the Darling of France) they haſten'd, 
with what ſpeed they could, to put an end to Civil Dif- 
ſentions, and having got quiet at Home, they being then 
courted by diverie Princes, for Alliſtance and ProteQion - 
againſt the Auſtriay Family, were glad of the opportunity: 
reckoning, that under a thew of aflilling weak Princes, 
they might at length take occaſion to ſhare with them 
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in their Principalities, and by that means vaſtly increaſe 
their own Power : And'fſothey did ſubdue new Provinces, 
and conſiderable Towns in Spain, Italy, Germany, and 
the Low Cotrtries ; which at laſt made the Princes as. jea- 
lous almoſt of him, as they had been beſore of the AufFri- 
an : So that to prevent farther miſchief, they were content 
to fit down with their loſſes, rarher than truſt their 
French Alliances any longer. Which occaſioned that 
gredt Treaty held at Munfter, which ended in a general 
Peace, Av. 1648. 

Now before I proceed, give me leave, by the way, 
to make ufe of what is paſt in theſe ſew Obſervations, v7z, 

Firſt, That had not Fraxce head a marvellous Wit, Cou- 
rage and Fortune, it could never have born its Head above 
Water in the midſt of fo many Waves and Tempeſts of 
Diſcord and Rebelfion, as were raiſed during the Reigns 
of thoſe XFings, and yet continue ſtill in a condition atter 
all, to maintain it felf, and bid fair againſt its AuF?rian 
Rival for the maſtery of a Geveral Dominion. 

Secondly, That in-all Ages, as foon as their Inteſtine 
tronbles have been over, they have ſtill, out ofa reſtleſs, 
warltke Humour, endeavour'd to incroach wpon theit 
Neighbours, and for inlarging their own Lordſhip, laid 
hold apon all opportunities to diſturb Mankind; and they 
could never yet ſet any bounds to their Ambition. 

Thirdly, That this Ambirious Humour of theirs, ſup- 
ported by the greatneſs of their Power, would long be- 
fore this time have brought all Earope under SubjeQtion, 
if their own Divifions and Private Quarrels had not from 
time to time put back their Defigns for many years ; or 
had not their greateſt Princes been cut off before they 
could have fimſhed their interided work. 

Fourthly, and laſtly; as a conſequence of the three for- 
mer, That it was, and ever will be, the true Intereſt of all 
Princes to oppoſe the French Defigns : or if they have at 
any time occaſion to uſe them againſt other Oppreſſors, 
yet 
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yet ftillto remember, 7hat no: Oppreſſon i /zke theirs; and 
that they meditate- it always, even in the midſt of Friend- 
ſhip: and therefore that they are not to accept of their Af- 
fiſtance longer or further than meer neceſſity or publick 
utility requires it ; but rocaſt them off as ſoon as the dan- 
ger is over; as it was practifed in the Peace of Paſſaw, in 
the time of Fe»ry the Second, and that of Munſter ; in 
both which the French were prevented of further Progreſs 
by the Jealouſie of their 4fies. However, inall ſuch oc- 
caſions, they ever made acquiſitions, and came off with 
great advantages. 

In the Stories of ſuch glorious Pranks of their Princes, it 
is that the French Miniſters do pride and'delight themfelves; 
and to their Monarchs, when youthful, they propound 
them for imitation. To this end, it was the Care of Car- 
dinal Mazarine, in the Minority of the King now regnant, 
to provide him an agreeable Tutor, that might form and 
fix. in the mind of his Majeſty, the greateſt /dea's of Glory 
and Warlike Enterprizes. This was the Biſhop of Rodes his 
firſt Governor, who, as ſoon as his young Maſter came to 
underſtand Letters, inſtead of diverting him with Romances, 
entertaind him. in reading the Lives and Actions of the 
greateſt of his Predeceſſors;; but above all, recommended 
to him: the Story and\Model of a-great Prince, in the high 
Atchievements of his Grand-father, King Henry the Fourth ; 
as may be ſeen in a Book of his, written” to that purpoſe, 
which hath ſince been publiſhed. 

This Prince, as well by hisown Genius, as by the happy 
Succeſs of his firſt Undertakings, hath reliſhed ſuch Inſtru- 
Rions, and hath ſolely propoſed to himſelf that Example 
for the Rule of his Actions. The Hiſtory of that Great 
King hath been his-moſt ordinary Study. He harhi,in imi- 
tation of him, taken care to emaculate a vaſt Teafure, and 
ſetled a mighty Revenue, fought for Alliances abroad, and 
ſucceſſively raiſed many moſt numerous Armies. It's evi- 
dent therefore, That he aQts upon the very ſame —_— 
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and that all we fee at preſent are but the Old Projets of 
his Predeceſfors renew'd, and the Effeds of: thoſe Imprefl- 
fions which he hath ſuck't in with his Milk. Do but read 
the Book call'd the Memoirs of Henry the 4th. with: thoſe 
of the Preſident Jeannin, and of the Biſhop of Rodes ; and 
then conclude, that whatſoever his moſt Potent Grand- 
Father had conceiv'd in his Imaginations, this King intends 
ro bring forth. by the Power of his Armies ; viz. A'Won- 
drous Theatre of 7nchri/zan Glory, planted upon a Moun- 
tainous heap of Chriltian Sculls, to amaze and terrify Man» 
kind into an Zaiverſal Slavery. For, as thedeſire of Glory 
hath no bounds, and in regard his Years and preſent Con- 
dition put him into a capacity'to run aJonger courſe than 
did Henry le Grand, ſo we cannot reaſonably expe& other- 
wiſe than that he, who hath ſo often;crofſed the Rhine with 
his laſt Summer's ſucceſles, will alſo, when he hath over- 
run the Continent, croſs the Narrow Seas to make his Viſits; 
His Pen-men have taken, a great deal of pains to nouriſh 
theſe Thoughts in him, and' have. no- other \ſtudy:but to 
feed this Natural Humour of his Majeſty, and transfuſe it 
alſo into his Son the Dauphin,having wholly facrificed their 
Pens to infuſe it, and tickle that Native deſire of Glory, 
which they have diſcover'd in them both. The great re- 
wards that. have been given them for, .it, are authentick 
marks of an acceptance of their Service':. and ſurely fuch 
acknowledgments from a young High Spirit, that believeth 
himſelf tobe in a poſture to execute all that pleaſeth him, 
and who hath drunk down this Maxim, That to take poſſeſ- 
fron by the Sword, anv Title is ſufficient, muſt needs be a 
dangerous tore-running Sentence upon all the, reſt:of Man- 
king, againſt whom his Miniſters ſha}l perſwade him that 
he hath any thing to pretend. Which yet moreiclearly to: 
make appear to Us, We only need read the printed Books 
not long ſince dedicated to him ; among which is one that 
carries this Title, viz. The Fuff Pretences of the King of 
France /o the Empire ; which, Book having laid downittus' 
ek | ; for 
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for a Ground, That the Dowinions of Soveraign Princes have 
always been the Dominions and Congqueſts of their Eſtates: and 
that the Dominions and Conqueſts of Crowns can be neither 
alienated nor preſcribed; at length draws out theſe two 
Concluſions : | 

Firſt, That the greateſt part of Germany is the Patrime- 
ny and ancient Inheritance of the French Princes. 

Secondly, That Charlemain did poſſeſs Germany, as 
King of France, and not as Emperonr. 

What may not be drawn from ſuch kind of Aſſertions 2 

———Nibil eſt quod credere de ſe 
Ambitio laudata nequit — 

If theſe things be believ*d in France, what may not the 
Scribes of France perſuade their Maſter 2 May they not 
as well prove and perſuade him, That be wears the Titles 
of other Princes within the Pomel of his Sword? If one may 
judge of what is to come by what is paſt, all Europe will 
have cauſe enough to ſtand upon their guard, and take the 
Alarm, to prevent' the Machinations of the French Mini- 
ſtry, whoſe ſole buſineſs 'ris, To blow up the Glory of 
their Maſter to a mighty Bubble ; and 'tis indeed no more 
but a Bubble which he gets ; he is at the Expence, whilſt 
they collet for themſelves mighty Fortunes out of the 
Ruines of Mankind, and feed the Marſhals and other Great 
Military Commanders, with Expectations of ſharing other 
Princes Principalities, and, as faſt as they can conquer, to 
be all made Princes. 


SECTION IL. 


Shewing how far the French Miniſters receded from the known 
Rules of Fuſtice, in beginning this War. 


Iſtories tell us, That the Heathens made it a main 
point of Conſcience,never to begin a War upon their 
Neighbours or others, till "a had for it good Juſtifying 
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Cauſes. «, Among them, \ {or this Principle the Rowan were 
rhoaſt eminent 3 and-therefore fach Cauſes | they 4n there 
Language termed Prixcipia ; that-is-to fay, Beginnings of 
Prixciples, intimating thereby that no War could be well 
begun without them, nor luckily end. Thus, m Livy, 
ſazd. the Rhodian Ambaſſadors in their Oration made to 
the Senate of Rome ; Cerie quidem vos eftrs Romani, \&c. 
Certainly, ye are Romans indeed, in rezard ye place your 
Glory in this, that ye expeft your Wars ſhould prove ſucceſs- 
ful, becauſe ye take care that they be jaft in the Cauſes of 
them, and that ye look te the Principia, the Beginnings of 
them, that they be not without cauſe undertaken, rather than 
to a victorious event of then.” Much might be faid to this 
point out of- Cicere, :anid. fthers that' write of theſe Laws u- 
niverfally received .ambrg, Nations ; but, to be ſhort, Wri- 
ters-on that ſubject, do.generaſly gderermine, that the juſt 
Cauſes of Wargare'reducible'to the three following Heads. 
I. That #r be undertaken for Defence. Or, - w* 
2 For Recovery of what: bath been thktn away. "Or, © 
J- To: puniſh for Jajuries\dane. | WE 1p? 
Some one of theſe oughtto be the Ingredient in the be- 
ginning of a War, elfe it cannot have a juſt cauſe. 

. Now therelore tet us examine 'the French War by theſe; 
Rules; We may remember when it/firſt beg#n, the World 
was very much: at-Peave, and France ſo much 'before-hard 
in power and greatneſs above other Nations, that it nted- 
cd not to fear any of its Neighbours, and - conſequently 
it had no neceſlity upon it, nor occaſion for ſelf-defence. 

Again, the Crown of France was than 1o far from a ha- 
ving been robbed by any other Nation, that it . had ag- 
A hb {clf\.above all proportion'by the'ſpoils thar it 
had made of many Nations ; nor was any of the Neigh- 
bour Nations in other State and Condition in reſpect of 
Freeca Power, than-as the Lark under the Fivbby, hotda-: 
ring.1o. much. as to Rir, but was glad'to couch and" lie 

lis.clo& .ynger-.all the Oppreſlions and Repines that hat 
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been praQtifed upon them by the French. It were too te- 
dious here to recite their | Aﬀtions 'in their Neighbours” 
Countrys for ' Evidence, being notorious to the World 
and tobe colleed anon 'out'ot our enſuing Diſcourſe. 

Moreover, the French were lo far from having 2ny cauſe 
to make War to puniſh any for Injuries done, that having 
beenin-that reſpeR alſo beforehand with their Neighbours, 
moſt other Princes had then abundant Reaſon, and much 
more now to complain againſt Injuries of the higheſt na- 
ture ated upon them, and to puniſh them with ſvch Re- 
venges as are due to the Common Enemies and Diſturbers of 
Mankind. 

And truly, we may well take it for a kind of tacite 
confeſſion that they had no juft cauſe nor occaſion for be- 
ginning the preſent War, ſeeing that in a Declaration con- 
ſiſting of a very few Lines, which the French Miniſters did 
put' forth in the Name of their King before the Invading 
of the Znited Provinces, there is not the leaſt mention 
made of any cauſe, fave that is was for their Xi»g's Glory ; 
becauſe forſooth the | FDVander had - ( but we were not 
told how) detraited from his Glory, and the Glory of his 4n- 
ceftors. Not a word of any other cauſe, nor of the Glory 
of God, ' whoſe Work it is uſually to pwr ſhame and con- 
tempt in the end upon all fuch Glory. 

; There is alſo another Point which of - old hatly been in 
Uſe, and that is u Demuncration of War before the Begtn- 
ning of it, Collegium Fecialinm, a Colledge' of Heralds was 
inftituted:in+ old Rome, without whoſe Advices; as the Ree 
man'Senate never made War, ſo having firſt referred it to 
them-'to conſider of the Juftneks of their Undertalting ; if 
they deterfyliied” the Juſtice of 'it, then one*of theſame 
Golledpe vas {ent to the Enemy: beforeany a&tof MoftHil 
tron theiripart, to deriounce it.” So Cicero; mm his firſt 
Book'ob Offices, Bellt quidem equitas ſanttiſſime Fecials Papnlr: 
Romani jure preſcripta eſt ; That is to ſay, The equity of 
any War was maſt religionf(y- determined according 1#the Faw 
$ B z of 
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of the Colledge of Heralds : And they had certain Laws in 
that Colledge which were called Jura Fecialia, by which 
they judged of the Juſtneſs of every War before they entred 
upon it ; and when Wars were denounced, they were cak 
led Promu/zata Prelia : For Juſtice being removed, what 
2re Wars but Grand Robberies and Murtherous Executi- 
ons ? Thus conſcientiouſly and ſolemnly preceeded meer 
Heathens heretofore ; and ſhall they not then riſe up in 
Judgment hereafter againſt ſuch French Chriſtians 2 for, 
their Miniſters not minding Right or Wrong, thought it 
better to begin this War by way of ſurprize upon the Dutch 
Republick, reckoning it a ſurer way firſt to get poſſeſſion, 
and afterwards to leave it to the Scrupulous Criticks of 
Law and Conſcience to write and diſpute about the Juſtice 
of the Work : No matter whether it were righteous, as 


long as it was in their ſenſe, and by cuſtom become a Gloe - 


rious Atchievement, to invade on a ſudden and oppreſs 
their Neighbours, having before given the World a proof 
of this good quality, by ſurprizing the Dominions of Flax- 
ders, Lorrain, Sicily, and many other Countries. 

Theſe things being ſaid, and known too notorious to be 
denied, I {uppoſe none can deny, That the Riſe of this War 
was againit all the juſt Rules of Warlike undertaking. And 
all that they, or any body elſe, can have to fay in excuſe 
of them is, That they are born under a neceſſity of giving 
trouble to all the reſt of the World, in order to the pre- 
ſervation of themſelves at Homezfor if Wars were not found 
qut for them abroad to entertain and exerciſe their Young 
Nobility at the expence of their Neighbours, Fraxce alone 
would be too little to ſupply them. In truth-the Genius 01 
the Nation is ſuch, that it cannot endure to live long in 
the idleneſs of Peace. They are of a Nature fo hot, that 
there muſt be Alimeat for this Fire; and if ſome were not 
given it from abroad, it would form to it ſelf matter at 
Home. 

To this Natural propenſion muſt be added the Cuſtona 
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of moſt part of their Provinces, and the particular Diſpoſt- 
tions of Noble Families, which give ſo great Advantages 
to the Elder Brothers, that they leave nothing almoſt to 
the Younger but their Induſtry and Sword : And whereas 
they rarely betake themſelves to Letters to obtain a Live- 
lihood, and their Quality ſuffers them not to apply them? 
ſelves to Mechanick Trades, there is nothing left to them 
but their legitimated Robbery of War, or common Rob- 
bery, to preſerve themſelves from want and poverty. From 
hence-it comes to paſs, that their Kingdoms always finds 
it felffilled with an idle and boyling . Youth, ready to un- 
dertake any thing, and who ſeek Employments for their 
Valour,at whoſe coſt ſoever it be. This Liberty which they 
had heretofore to void this pernicious humour in Duelling, 
is at preſent taken from them by wholſom Decrees of their 
King ; ſo thatdid not his Miniſters find out a Foreign vent 
for their Spleens, by which they might evaporate, the 
flame would ever be breakivg forth within their own 
Bowels. | 
Moreover, as the greateſt Revenues of the Crown of 
France riſe out of the purſe of the people, ſo becauſe the 
Common Contribution cannot be exacted in times of Peace, 
without making a great many Male-contents ; 'tis always 
neceſſary to feed and fume the Airy multitude with the 
ſmoak of ſome Conqueſts, wherein they allo are apt toGlo- 
ry, though they (poor creatures!) get no more by the 
chaining of Neighbour Nations, but to have more Fellow. 
Slaves,and to have their own Fetters ſet the harder on,and 
faſtened the firmer at their heels. To which end the 
Grandees are always coyning pretences of Quarrel to con- 
tinue in Arms, and maintain by Force that Royal Authori- 
ty, which hath fo ſtrangely overflown the limits of their 
Fundamental Laws. It is otherwiſe impoſlible to fatisfie 
all. the Princes and Great Men of the Realm, though the 
Princes are nothing ſo numerous now as they were in the 


times of Henry the Third and Fourth : fince which they 
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have taken it up as a principal Policy to dinyniſls the 
Princes as/faſt as. they can.' That is'one-courſe ;.,/and anos 
ther is; always'to hold them emplayed'in Foreigh Wars ; 
and to-incite them nntoGlory,that they may be conſumed 
ere long in rujnous undertakings, to the conſumption of 
their own as well as other Nations. The Platform of which 
Device was firſt laid, and in part effe&ed by Cardinal Riches 
lien, andin a' preat meaſure compleated by Mazarin, 'his 
Succeſſor inthe Grand Miniſtry 'of State. | So that you 
ſee how they obſerve the Rules of Juſtice, whether they 
deal with-their own Princes and People, or with Foreign- 
ers, be it by the way of War or Peace; making havock of 
all Mankind without Remorfe, - to.greaten a few of them 
ſelves : and that their King' may'be: ſpurrid to. drive furj- 
ouflyi'on, they have given! his Fancy a tair/profpe@t of an 
imaginary Tiirone of Glory at his Journeys end, on which 
they promiſe. to place and elevate 'him above;Pcrtty Mo- 
narchs, asſole Menarch and Emperour of the Chriſtian Uni- 
verſe. 
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Proving, That as they have obſerved no'Rult of Juſtice in mas 
king War, ſo they have had little regard to it in obſerving 
Peace when made 7 | 
Would not make thus bold with  Fraxce,were it not that 

JF thereis a neccffity for it. © It'is no time now to be 
mealy-mouth'd (as we phraſe it) but to-ſpeak out, ſeemg 
All-rhat is owts'is involv'd in the common Fate of Europe; 
and our-caufe cannot but be juſt,becauſe we have had patis 
ence,and-tried a} manner of fair means to-induce the Freuth 
Miniſters to grana's Pbace,and we have born their Injurits 
ro'the wemmolt ; among which this hath been no ſmall ones 
That under pretenceof allowing our Xing the Chriftizn off 
fice of a fair Mediatorſhip, they have at ketipeh by- goitig 
JP at 
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2t the fame time to raviſh the reſt of 'Flnders, thereby 
fkewn phinly to all the World, that their intent was tteer> 
iy to delode and abuſe vs. 

ln handling this ſubjeR, it is onr concern to evidence 
how they have violated the Law of Nations; which is com- 
mon to al, and to prevent the mtroducing of ſuch Maxims 
into the World, as would deſtroy the whole Commerce vf 
Mankind,and render Hutmane Socteties as dangerous as the 
company of Lions and Typgers. We are alfo no lefs con- 
cerned, to defend the Publick Faith of Treaties againſt rheir 
Fizeſſes,/and ſubtle Evafions, to preſerve the Lawof Arms 
wihm the Rules and Forrmalities which the Content of all 
Nations hath eſtablifhed ; and'tb remove out of the ſight 
af Chriftendomſuch feandatous 'Examples, which by lamen- 
table ronfequences' would expoſe the weaker ro the Will 
and Pleaſure of the ſtronger, and would eftabliſh Force the 
fole' Arbiter of all proceedings. We ave to meditate ſuch 
courſes and ftreans, 2s thay ſtop a rapid Forremagainiſt the 
mpttwonſneſ' whereof neither Peace; 'Marrnge, Oaths, 
Blood, Kindred, Friendſhip, nor Condeſcenſiofi,” cam be 
Banks ſtrong enonph to keep it within its Channel. Tt s to 
eur purpoſe to defend the Common Intereſt of aff States 
and Princes, againſt &vaſt Defipn, which hath for its Cauſe 
pothing but a Predommant Defire of Cotqueſts ; "for ts 
End, Dominion ; for its Means,' Arms and Intricacies ; nor 
for its Limits'any thing but what Chance will preſcribe. 

In a word, it's our Buſineſs now to decide the Fortune of 
Europe and to pronounce the Sentence tithbr of its Freedom 
or Slavery ; for betwixt theſe two,” no Middle State can be 
attain'd. no Pence be aſfared. Other Princes moſt (asJong 
as theycan} oppoſe France to preſerve themſelves free; be- 
cauſe France will never be at reſt, till She harh hung about 
their Necks the Toke of Conqueſt : And it ſhe ſhould tearken 
in the mean time to a Pacification, know that you are not 
to-enjoy it longer than She, by gaining of time to form, 


freſh Counſelsinto new Deſigns, thinks fit to make anew 
Rupture, 
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Rapture, and fall in upon you on a ſudden-like a -migh 
Tempeſt. The French Faith hath of late years been pure 
Pwnick ; no ſooner given, but as ſoon broken ; and She'by 
tampering with other Princes Miniſters and Subjets, in- 
ſtruts them how to menage their Faith in point of Truth 
to beſt advantage, and by a Metal of her own, tries what 
Metal they are made of ere ſhe deals with their Maſters ; 
and with this ſort of white Powder, which does execution 
without noiſe, ſhoots down more Caſtles, Cittadels and 
Forts, and takes in more Towns than all the roaring of her 
Cannon. It hath been obſerved, That when her Ambaſla- 
dours go abroad, they carryalong with them the principal 
Engines, or elſe they are ſent after them. The truth of this 
hath been too notorious to the Emperour at Yiema,and in 
Sweden, Poland, Hungary, Hanover, Bavaria, Munſter, and 
other places of the Empire 3 ſo that an Ambaſſadour, or 
an Agent, uſually goes before the Army, and a Conqueſt 
follows ; which is a new way to Glory, unknown to Ce. 
ſar, or any of the dull Roman Conquerors. But againſt an 
Enemy any thing now is glorious; 

—— An tba, an virtus, quis in hoſte requirat ? 
And if this courſe of corrupting other Mens Faith be a 
Vertue, *tis no wonder She can fo readily, without ſtrain. 
ing, quit her own, by a quick diſcharge of all Agreements 
and Obligations. Old Nicholas the Florentine, ſaith, Rattles 
were invented to pleaſe Children, and Oaths Men : That is to 
fay, to make Men meer Children. 

But the beſt way to ſatisfie the World about this matter, 
will be to givea brief Account of the condu@ and carriage 
of the French Court, ſince the Miniſters which are now in 
Employ there appear'd upon the Stage; who are not likely 
to relinquiſh thoſe Methods which they were bred up in, 
nor to at upon any other principles than thoſe that were 
taught them in the School of their two Cardinal-Maſters ; 
Of the latter of them, Mazarty, it is reported by many, 
that upon ſeveral occaſions he had been heard to ſay, That 
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it was meannels, in.a Man of State-employment to be 
E(clave te ſa Parole, A Slave to his Word. 

We are not to-ſeek for Inſtances, how he ard his Diſci- 
ples bave practiſed accordingly to this very day. Let us 
look back as far as that grand Treaty betwixt. Fraxce and 
Spain, called the Pyrenean Treaty, the occaſion whereof 
was this, —By the Mediation of the Queen-Mother of 
France, a Peace was ſet on' foot betwixt that Crown and 
Spain; with a propofition of Marriage between this King 
her Son, and the Lady Zsfanta of Spain : The ends of it 
were alledged to be, | 

A Defire to give eaſe and quiet to their Subjefs. 

To put a periad to the many miſchievous Conſequents of 
the War. \ / 

To forget and extinguiſh all the Cauſes and Motives of the 
Wars paſt ; and to eſtabliſh a fincere, entire, and dura- 
Ble Peace betwixt them and their Succeſſors. 

The Treaty being begun, it: was grounded upon two 
principal particulars ; and unleſs. the Frexch would grant 
thoſe, the Spaniard was reſolved not to proceed in it. The 
one was, That the French ſhould. forſake their adherexce 'to 
Portugal. The other was, That the /rfanta ſhould, upon 
the Marriage, make a Renunciation (confirmed and ratified 
by the French King) of all her Pretences, Titles, or Claims 
whatſoever to the Spansſp Monarchy, and all the Dominions 
thereof, or to any part of the ſame. And the Reaſon of 
it in the Draught of the Tteaty is ſet down in theſe words; 
Left the glory of their reſpeflive Kingdoms ſhould happen to 
decay __ be diminiſhed, if through the ſaid Marriage, they 
ſhould come to be united and conjoyned in any of their Children 
or Poſterity ;.. which might occaſion to the Subjetts ſuch trous 
bles and affliftions as may eaſily be imagined. 

Next, as to the Excluſion and abandoning of Portugal, 
the Frenc h King obliged himſelf to it in theſe words : Hs 
ſaid Majefty of krance will intermeddle no further in the ſaid 
Buſineſs, and doth promiſe and oblige himſelf upon bis Honour, 
: C 
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and upon the Foith and word of a King,' both for hingfolf and 
his Suc ceſſors, not" to give to any Perſon or Penſons thereof,” of 
what Dignity,' Eſtate or Condition whatſoever, either at pre- 
ſent, or in the future, any help or aſſiſtance, neither publick 
wor ſecret, diretlly nor indirely, of Men, Arms, Munitions, 
Viftaalling, Yeſlels, . wor. Money, under any pretence ; nor avy 
other thing whatfotuer, by Land or by Sea, tor in any other 
mavner:''at likewiſe inot to'ſufftr' any Levies to' be made is 
auy part of his\ Kingedam and Dominions ; nor to grant a paſ- 
ſage to any that might come from other Countries, to the re- 
lief of the ſaid Kingdom of Portugal. 

Now, can any imagin- more- eautious and efficacious 
words 'in a Treaty, to prevent 2 farther afliſtance from 
Fraxce to Portugal, which was the main thing that rhe 
Spaniard fought ter by this Marriage ? Yet as ſoon as the 
Treaty was penned, and before the Inſtrument was ſigned, 
the moſt Eminent Mazarim, ſent privately the Marquis of 
Chones'into- Portugal, to aſſure” the- Portugueſe, That not- 
withſtanding he could” not avoid the putting fuch words 
in the Treaty, in'prder tb'the Concluſion of it, as did en- 
gage:Fraxce not to aſſiſt them, howſoever they might reſt 
aſkured, his Maſter would never forſake them, but would 
continue to them an aſſiſtance as muchas before. 

- For the more ſult clearing of this matter; viz. That an 
abandoning of Portugal was one of the eſſential Foundati- 
ons:of that Peace; \and that otherwiſe it could never have 
been treated of, nor 'concluded ; take notice that-in the 
60th Article of the faid Treaty you 'may find theſe words: 
| Foraſmuch as we hate foreſeen and apprebended, that ſuch an 
Engagement might have been an obſtacle wot to be (urmounted 
in the concluding of this Peace, and by conſequence would have 
-_- ed the two Kings to-a neceſſity of perpetuating . the War,' 
Cc: 

And a little after, in the fame Article, it 1s further ex- 
preiled thus, [ Finally,in contemplation of the Peace,and'ſecin 
the abſolute neceſity wherein bis moſt' Chriſtian Majeſty. find 


him- 


(9) 
hemſelfcither to perpetuate the War by « Rupture of the pre- 
fent Treaty, which be percetves to Pater _ he 
ſhould have perfiſted to obtain from bis Catholich. Majeſty in 
jy Affair, other conditions than thoſe which+ he had offered, 
Cc] 
Moreover, by the fame Article it is evident, That where- 
as the French King offered then to the King of $Spaiz, to 
make reſtitution of all the Places which France had gotten 
from him by Arms during the War, rather than, he would 
have been by Treaty obliged ro-forbear a fupther aſſiſting 
the Portugueſe,the Spaniard utterly refuſed this After, as is 
apparent by other-words of the fame Artigle,as they follow: 
LOfering, befides the Places which are to be rejtored wnto 
his Catholick Majeſty by the preſent Freaty, to-render unto hin 
alſo all the other Conqueſts | im general which bis: ſaid Arms 
bane made in this War, ant entiraly to reftore' the: Prince of 
Cende ; provided, and upon condition, that the affairs of the 
Kingdom of Portugal ſhould remain in the State in which at 
preſeut they are. | 
'Tis likewise out-of controverſie.that this abandoning of 
. Portugal was covenanted and promifed by France, fo au- 
'thentically, .and in fuch clear and fpecial Terms, that it is 
-not to be queſtioned, nor be made fubjeAto any Interpre- 
tations contrary to the truc (eaſe and intention of the Par- 
tiescontraQting ; the:terms whereof are theſe : { His ſaid 
. Hajeſty ſhall meddle-no more with the ſaid. Aﬀair,, and doth 
promiſe and oblige hinfelf upon his Honeur, and it the Faith 
and Word of n' King, for bimſdtf and his Succeſſars, not togive 
uvto the aforementioned XK iugdows of Porrugal, ' neither iu ge- 
weral, nor to any perſon or perſous of it in particular, of what 
Dmvity, Eſtate or Condition ſcever they, may be, weither for 
the preſent, nor hereafter, axy aid or aſuftance, publick or ſt- 
axes, direitly or indiretHly, of Mem Arms, Ammunition, Vika- 
als, $þjps, or Monty; under any ©pretext- ; nor. of any. other 
* ahing) dhat 3s or can be, by Land u3y Sea; uot 'in any other fa- 
. fbian: As dikewiſe, not ito _ that auy' Leyies ſhall bo wade 
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in any of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſtys Kingdoms and Eſtates, 
wor grant free paſſage to thoſe which may come out of other 
Countries, tothe help of the aforeſaid Realm of Portugal. 
* Nevertheleſs 'tis evident, that they immcdiately tailed 
in every point and circumſtance of this Promiſe, inſomuch 
that as in the very time of the publick making of the faid 
Treaty,they were privately tampering with the Portugueſe, 
and gave them under- hand Aſſurances ; fo at the conclu- 
ding of it, the Bon-fires which were every where kindled 
for joy of the:Peace, were-not quite extinguiſh'd, when an 
evident Breach of the Treaty was obſerved, in the French 
—_— Auxiliary Forces-into Portugal; at- the beginning 
under the Name of Mareſhal Tureine divers Troops were 
raiſed and convey'd into Portugal with Arms and Ammu- 
nition; as if Tureine durſt:have-preſumed to do ſuch a 
thing, without the privity and tonſent of the Prime Mini- 
ſters: And when the Spaniard by his Ambaſſadour com- 
plained of this, they deluded him, by ifluing forth publick 
Orders to the Governours of their Ports,that no Souldiers, 
'or Arms, &c. ſhould be fuffered to.imbarque for. Portugal : 
- But thoſe Governours better underſtood their private Leſ- 
ſon, and fo let.them pafs/by connivance. But 'at length 
they began to a@t openly, and notwithſtanding the Trea- 
ty they had made with Spazn, they entred into an Offenſive 
League with Portugal againſt all its Enemies; in which the 
\French had: ſo well provided for themfſelves,that by Agree- 
ment they were to have all the Sea-Towns delivered to 
them which fhould be taken from the Spaniard. | 
The truth of theſe things was not only manifeſt in Fac, 
butit was alſo teſtified by Letters, which the Miniſters of 
Spain had intercepted, that after the Peace made. betwixt 
.the-two Crowns, the Court of France had fomented the War 
of..the Potugae/e, hindred them from thoſe advantageous 
Conditions which'Spain had offered them; animating them 
by a hope of om — not for their defence, 'but 
alſo.for carrying offenſive War into the very heart of Spaiv. 
Among 
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Among theſe were many of thoſe that had been written by 
the French Miniſter Monſieur de Lyonne, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Ambren, to'Monſieur de Schomberg, which pro» 
ved the continual correſpondence that was betwixt them 
for the diretion of that War. ' And to promote it, tis 
known thatin 1672. the Duke of Beaufort came with his 
whole Fleet upon the Coaſts of Portugal, where he ſpent 
a part of the Summer, to ſecure a patlage of Vituals and 
Ammunition, whereof the. Portugueſe were in extreme -- 
want ; and this at the ſame time when they were offering 
Spain their Mediation to make an Accommodation with 
Portugal. Not to omit how one of the Prime French Mi- 
niſters, Monſieur Co/bert, privately made ſeveral .Voyages 
thither to encourage them, and contra a more ſtrict. Al- 
liance with them,and toopen a way for the bringing about 
2 League Offenſive: 'Which in ſome time aſter was con- 
cluded with the Portugueſe, with'theſe following Conditi- 
ons ; [ That they ſhall be the Friends of their Friends, and 
the Enemies of their Enemies, excepting England. That 
| France hal! furniſh them with as many Men as they need, to 
carry on an Offenſive War in Spain both by., Sea\and Land ; 
- Shall advance to them. by way of Loan the ' balf of their pay, 
for the entertainment of Auxiliary Troops ; and that they ſhall 
furniſh them every Tear under the ſame title of Loan, with the 
Sum of three hundred thouſand Crowns, That all the Ports 
which they ſhall take in Spain, either upon the one vr the other 
Sea, ſhall be put into the power of France. That they ſhall 
not treat either of Peace or. Truce, without common" Conſent, 
And that this League ſbull laſt for the ſpace of ten Tears. . 
By theſe particulars it is apparent, how little credit is to 
be given to France, in the moſt ſolemn Engagements that 
She can make to.any Prince, about any matter whatſoe- 
ver. For, that a Treaty managed jn order to a Marriage be- 
tween Princes, (which is one,of- the moſt Solemn Subjects 
that can be handled among Men) and confirmed by Oath, 


with the moſt Sacred Myſteries of their Religion * = 
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H:;oth Altar, for a PunQuual obſervation, ſhould be thus-pal- 
Pably broken, is not to be parallell'd by any Inſtance.or 
Example in alt the World beſide. But *ris not in this Bu- 
ſineſs of Portugd/albne that a Breach was made;that which 
is- more Conſiderable is, That as ſoon as the French: faw 
Opportunity,after the Death of the late King of Spain,they 
ſtarted up a Claim for their King, in the Right and Behalt 
of his'Wife the Zrfanta, notwithſtanding her Solemn Re- 
miciation formerly mentioned, which was egtred into the 
Body of the Treaty, and as facredly {worn'to; pretending 
that a'great part of the Spaniſh Low-Countries was devolved 
to him in her Right; 4y the Municipal Laws of thoſe Coun- 
tries ; Whereas *'tis known, that when Princes enter into a 
Treaty, it is regulated and confirmed according_-to: the 
Law of ,Nations £ornmon to all; and being ſo to be under- 
ftoed; it is ridiculous among Civilians, to imagine that a 
Conſideration of Laws Municipal, or Cuſtoms, belonging 
to any particwlar Country -under the Dominion of cither 
of rhe Treating Princes, can intervene or be admitted at- 
terwarys ro the overthrowing \ of the Treaty, or the de- 
- priving-erther - of the Parties of the Benefit and Security 
-Which he hath thereby: Ir is a thing not to-be- named 4- 
*mong, Stztes- men. For without the Rewreration.the Treaty 
Had never been agreed on; and it was ſo carefully penned, 
es 4f a Grand Council of Civil Lawyers had been called to 
ont-do af{ former Expreſſions uſed in-fuch Contradts, and 
wo find out-new binding Clauſes, to take off all -pollibility 
-of Evaſion : And-yevagainft the very Senſe and End of that 
Renwieint ion, the French (as all men know ) under that ſo 
Night pretence of a Claim, fell foul on a fudden wpon Flan- 
ders and other parts with their Army ; which was their 
Frirft' ſnuafron wpon'ithoſe Countries after that Treaty. 

But 'ris fartheriobſervable;' That this /rvaſion, focontre- 
t7 to the French Engagements, and 1o-deftruftive of the 
very Eſſence of the efvrefaid Pyenmean Treaty, was attend- 
ed with ſorze Crrenmtances 00 loſs ſfurprizing than the 
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Breagh jeſeF.: - The one was that which paffed' at Paris be- 

tween-the Marquis de /2 Faentes, Ambafiadour Extraordi- 
nary of Spain, and the French King. And the other was 
what the Archbiſhop of 4mbrun, Ambaſſadour of France in 
the Court of Spazn, declared there in his Maſters Name. 

As to the firft, Fuentes having received a cal} home to 
Spain, and being jealous that the great Preparations theh 
made in France were intended againſt the Spariſh Domim- 
ons, he thought fit to prefs the French King,to give his Mi- 
ſtreſs the Queen- Regen! of Spain fome new aſſurances, that 
might quiet and fettle her Mind agaiaſt the many ſtrange 
Reports of his intended Preparations. Thereupon,that Ring 
did with all poſſible Affeverarion engage Tis: Royal Word 
and Faith, that he would religioufly keep the Peace, and 
continue an entire Amity to her and-the Young King her 
SON. | 
 Asto the ſecond, note that whereas not long after, the 
French Army toak the Field, and had poſſeſſed it ſelf of Char- 
{zroy, about four or: five days before rhe News-cvuld arrive 
at Madrid: yet theiſaid Archbiſhop of Ambrun, being'ex- 
poſtulated, with about it, did i» verbo Sacerdotis, and upon 
all that is moſt ſacred among Roman Cathelicks, proteſt and 
vow to the Queen-Regent, that his Maſter intended nothing 
le(s than what was reported of him. And that he knew he 
would, neyer break with the King of Spazy, nor invade any 
of his Dominions, as long as he was 74der Age. 

Sic ſevis mter ſe corvenit Urfts. 

Oh, how well do the French Miniſters and their Ambaſ- 
ſadours agree with one another, to effect their Maſters bn- 
ſinefand their own.! For,.it was not many days after this, 
that News was brought to the Spaxiſh Court how fairly the 
French had kept their word, having entred 'and- praiſed 
all manner of Hoſtilities upon Flanders, firing many con- 
ſiderable Towns, and waſting the Countrey, proceeding 
ſo outragiouſly, and fo far, that: Zyg/and and the Netgh- 


bour Princes taking the Alarm, and expoſtulativs the mat- 
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ter with France, it brought 'on another Treaty, which was 
held at Aker, i. e. Aix /a Chappelle, to make a new/apree- 
ment betwixt France and Spain; about the Obſervation 
whereof we have afforded-us another Inſtance of the French 
Fidelity. X | 
Unto this Treaty all the Princes of Chriſtendom were in- 
/Vited,” to; take care ofthe common Security ; and his Ma- 
þfty of England among the reſt, who ſent alſo a Miniſter 
to the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, to invite them into 
the Guaranty. of the ſaid Treaty of Aix. Propoſals alſo 
.were made to the Duke of Loraiz,and ſeveral other Princes, 
to come -into the League then to be made, to which the 
Lorainer immediately accorded, hoping that by this Trea- 
ty he might have better luck with the French, than he 
formerly had with them by the Pyrenean Treaty. 

But before we proceed, it will not be amiſs to remember 
you, How the French kept Faith with this poor Prince, 
whoſe Intereſts had been provided for by the @id Treaty;as 
well as thoſe of Spainandhis Dutchy to be reſtored to him, 
with all the Places and Towns which he had been poſleſ- 
ſed of within the Biſhopricks of Metz, Toul, and Verdun. 
But ſee how France dealt with him: They deferr'd as lon 
as they could theperformance of that part which related to 
the ſaid Duke, and refuſed ſtill to return him his Country, 
till they had brought him to 'make' another Treaty with 
them in prejudice of the former ; whereby he was forced 
to part with ſeveral conſiderable Places, over and above 
what had been granted to them by the General Peace. And 
yet this would not ſerve their turn: For,after the oppreſſed 
Duke had enjoy'd a Year anda: half but a very unſettled 
poſſeſſion, during. which, under - ſeveral artificial ynjuſt 
pretences, new Quarrels were pick't every day, they with 
a conſiderable Army conſtrained him to give them his 
Town of Marſal. 

Moreover, it was but a, little time after this, that they 
ell to teazing bim again, compelling him to figna New 

Treaty 


(25) 
Treaty more diſadvantageons ta hjm than the two former, 
and yet (ſo infatiable is their Appetite after Dominion) the 
unhappy Duke could, as little as before, obtain a quiet en- 
joyment of that little they had left him- They every day 
encroached upon his JuriſdiRtion, the limits of his Territo» 
ries, and his Soveraignty it ſelf. They impoſed grieyous 
Taxes upon his Subjets. They cauſed him to disband his 
Forces, and to raiſe new Men again, as they thought fir. 
They kept him from revenging his own Quarrels, to take 
part in,others. - They ler looſe all his Enemies againſt him, 
and ſtopped the progreſs of his Armies, as ſoon as he had 
got the leaſt Advantage: And in few words, he was at that 
time more a Vaſſal to France than a Soveraign in his own 
Country, But yet all this would not ſatisfy the French Court; 
they. muſt have all again : wherefore the Dake by many 
Circumſtances ſhewing how ill he brook't this kind of un- 
reaſonable uſage, They ordered one of their Generals ro 
ſurprize and ſeize his Perſon, and to bring him either dead 
or alive : Of which intended violence having. had timel 
notice, he eſcaped when it was very near being efleQted. 
Which (as one very well obſerved) # a new way of dealing 
with a Severaign Prince, not known before in theſe parts of the 
Warld,; .and it may teach all other Princes what to truſt to in 
treating, and what to expeft from. ſuch monſtrous Neigh- 
Bours : And it gives us ſome hope, that we may &re loug 
Tive to' ſee the Weſt governd by Balhaws as wel as the 
Eaſt. 
 Noother thing could give us a better In-ſight into the 
Ambition and Pride, nor. more fully diſcover the Intent 
and Deſign of France, None but an Zniverſal Monarch can 
pretend to an Arbitrary diſplacing of Princes, and a diſpo= 
ſing of their Liberty, Livesand Territories. — Thus you 
ſee how perfidiouſly they dealt with the Duke of Lorain., 
* But to return to the Treaty of Aix. It proved to be of 
little avail to that Duke. For, they have ſince ſeiz'd his 
Country again, and driven = out to ſeek his Fortune 
and 
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-'Tn deſpite alfo bf that Trtaty, "Hee al gh 7. Corfitil 
Kition from the Dutchies ' of Limbourg and Tannoy 
They taif Pr oew Ctaim' td f6trie' Towns, as j oftarit” 
why Lf th that were trinted to fhern by. the Peace. TRY 
eohetted the'Eſtates br ' SubjeCts 6f the King of Span 
that world” not forſivear = bins hee, and ſpared not 
the ver y Royal Houſe of 0. wet, , aS\f theſe In- 
fraQions were not'etrough, a if! to jr rodch as ſar as 
VR wereiable, they Ported theit way withgreart quantifies 
erdhindiſe throogh the” Spani if Territories, With out 
paying the Coltoms, and not lohg after endeavoured to 
farprize'the Town: 'of FYainau/t. In a Word , they dit what- 
= c they pleag'd, pltinderd even the moſt Sacred "Places, 
ated 'whatever : can be, imagined to; be done without 
temorſe by infoletit ann unconſcionabte'men. 
But to Proceed ; it muſt not be forgotten, How under a 
on: of advancing the Aﬀairsof Poland, 'ahd' fettling an 
mity there they contrived'a'Marfiape for that King with 
#'Pady of Fraxce ; by which means they were enabled to 
Tehd'rhither along with her in her 'Ttain, fo many .expert 
tNruments of miſchief, rhat ' iminediateſy ſettled a Cabal 
with'ſuchIritripues,; asin'a ſhort time inflartied the Nohili- 
ty of that Kingdom 'inro, heats ah FaCtions apainſt « one a+ 
nother, which are hiever likely to'be"extingluth'r ; and at 
teat rime they operated'fo far, thar that King foon became 
willing 
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willing toyquit |. 4he Kingdom; and therewpon- the Tiuk , 
ſeeingehegreat Diviſions that were wroughtamang them, - 
was eaſily anvited in by the Frevch Cabal, meerly,'becaule 
they could not bring 10 a King that was, of French Blogd, | 
or of French Intereſt, atthe following BleRion, Add-alfe to ; 
this, 'Thatione of the greateſt Motives of theis etching; ta: 
the Twk, was, that their New King: contracted Marriage 
with he Znperour's Siſter; which Princeſs: being now &. 
Widdow; is ſhortly to be married ito the Dyke of: Loren: 

Itzis worth the while:alſo to remember bow-finely thay; 
uſed the Duke of Newbourg while they trained lyanon'ze 
engage the greateſt part of his Eſtate, almoſt beyond (rc- 
demptian, in hopes, of getting the Polz/þ Crown, whi 
they .had/promiſed: to: procure for him by the ' help' of a 
Rraog/Party which chey.had made in thatKingdom. Yet. 
under«-hang,  and:cantraxy to their Treaties;: 25. &N ith. 
the Elecor of Bravdenbargh,. as with himſelf and to, their 
tterated[-Promiſes and Vows, both by word of Mouth, and 
in Writing, they\did byitheir Creatures-and Agents qppole 
the:faid Duke:spretenfions,: and :endeavourey avith;ell ine 
duſtry to have gatten the Princeaf Conde preferred:batore 
all his Competitors : a particylar Account whereof would, 
if-publiſbed; without: any other Inſtance, be a ſufficient, 
warning to::atl other Princes, and afford.them a: perk 
Charadter of the Fxench Court. : ' = elf 

But 'tis remarkable, That it is not with Princes alonethar 
they thus! finely deal ; but they: obſerve alſo juſt the ſame 
meaſure:af Faith toward; fuck :Rebels and Traytors of their 
making, as they have gained:for'Mongy, to betray the 
Concerns of their/own Country; by l[erviog the:latrigues 
and Intereſts of France. - For, whenaſter the beginning of 
this War, they ſaw :the Ewperovr ſetting.himfelt. in:goad 
earneſt to aſſiſt the Durcb, then todifiwade.and dwertthun 
from his purpoſe, and to engage him (ifit had been:poſlible) 
not to concern himſelf. or take part/in' the Quarrel, they 
very fairly ofterd.him to.deliver into hishandsall the Oriz 
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zinal Letters and Papers they had received from time to 
time from their bribed Friends and Creatures in Poland; to 
the end that both his mperzal Majeſty and his Brother-in- 
Law: the King of Poland, might take what courſe they 
thought fit with thoſe Traitors.' Which handſome Story 
may ſerveas a Warning and-Fright to all thoſe that prefer 
French Money before their Loyalty, and the true Intereſts: 
of their Country. And truly, this piece of Infidelity ir 
the French" is the only Piece of Juſtice that I find them 
guilty of, inthe menagement of Afﬀairs with their Friends 
and-Correſpondents. | 

But withal- I find, that this piece of their kindneſs to his 
Tmpertal Majeſty, was to make him amends for another 
prank of Treachery that had'been plaid him a while be- 
fore. For the 1ſt Chriſtian Miniſters pretending a courteſie 
to aſſiſt him againſt the Zurk, and accordingly having 
fent Forces to joyn with the mperial Army,they at the ve- 
ry fame time begary to ſettle a Correſpondence with the 
Count Serini, Franehipani,, Nadaſti,, and Tottenbach; as did 
aſterwards appear upon the breaking out of the Conſpiracy, 
when the Depoſitions and Confeſſions of fome of the Ac- 
complices were produced, who had been inſtrumental in 
carrying both Monies and Letters from the French Min;» 
fters irefident at Yienma, to the faid Confpirators. 

Next, let us have recourſe to the Swedes, and examin 
w hether they, having been many years their very good 
Friends and humble Servants, have had better luck in treat- 
ing with them than others, in point of dealing. But furely 
Sweden cannot forget, that.almoſt zo Years ago they had 
occaſion to make a Treaty with them, whereby they were 
to receiveby way of Gratuity or Penſion 1600000Crowns, 
Nevertheleſs, upon ſecond thoughts,the French finding their 
Freaty with Sweden tobe. but of . little uſe to them at that 
time,refuſed to ratifie it,and -fent Monſieur de 7relow his 
Ambaſſador to them, to tell them in' ſhort. That the King 
his Maſter declared it to bevoid. Which is a fine Court- 
5 DI, : "Wh ſtile 
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Alle for one Prine& touſe to''another-in. Treating; Arid 
tart, ſhort, Majeſtick way of reſcinding Treaties. © * 

It were both needleſs and tedious ro tell, how well they 
have obſerved their Treaties with Holland, ſeeing they can- 
not ſo much #s'aſlign the leaſt :Cauſe of the War'they tiow- 
make againft them, foraſmuch asin their'Declaration they- 
told us only of a Maxvaiſe ſatisfaftion, arid that they were 
ill pleaſed; and that it would tend to a diminntion of the 
Glory of the ' mo Chriſtian King, unleſs to pleaſe himſelf 
he put 'all Exrope in'a Flame, and endeavour to/bring all 
under his ſubjeRior, -* tuff OIL A 

It is pleaſant likewiſe to obſerve, - how they practiſed 
their Artalſo upon that notable Fox the Biſhop of Munſter, 
how they not only lurch't him during his Conteſt with the 
United Provinces, but their French Troops fell alſoupon him; 
and indangered the loſs of his Country. How they another 
time brought him about to lurch us in England, by redu» 
cing him to a neceſſity of ſeparating from our Intereſt,afier 
he had received affiſtance from us in a good Sum of Money: 
How they hindred the Swedes from artning in our' favour, 
and ſway'd Denmark from our Party during our War with 
the Dutch, everr at the ſame time when Franee ſeem'd to 
forward and favour us'againſt Zolland ; and it hith been 


often publiſhed, that they then ſpurr'd on the 'Datch, and - 


were in with'them in the contrivance-of 'that Affront 
which they did us ir the River of Thames; thereby reckon- 
ing,that ſo ſevere an exaſperation would neceſſarily follow 
in our Minds againſt Z7o//and,as might render us irreconcile- 


able to them,and engage us-in Wat ſo long, till we ſhould | 
waſte and wear out one another's Men and Shipping, that 


we mightat laſt be the lefs able to oppoſe France, who was 
at that time meditating and forming fuch a mightyAdvyance 
of her own Naval Power, as might inable her! to-contend 
againſt us both, when we'ſhould ſee-it our [nrereſt to unite 
againſt her hereafter. And the truth is,the French Miniſters 
did herein a according to a right underſtanding of their 
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Baſing For,they did and deivery well know,that an 
order to themain Fad of graſping: Allthey: ought to dread 
nothing more;than;a durable and finm Friendſhip between 
us 8nd: the: i/yited. Provinces; as. that alone that can fer 
boundsgarthei Arnigign,. ft :redeera . Burp; fram;that 
Toba 06 nymemry men prides PLE GO8þ 
eys-Neeks.: Therefore: was dexteroully done of them to 
kind out a fine Aftifice of Treachery 4p gdelude us both,and 
tolpiniout thaoWardor.in.che very fentigh the Wary they 
| kapt Nepetiations ftiibdmioos;chouhcin: Fag/apa and at the 
Hague; put on a diſguiſe of Mediation, pretpnding to make 
us Friends;and to &hatpurpdeſe made:Quventuxes and Propo- 
fals of Peace. It, night-be ld who-were fajd ao be the In- 
Eramentsonborh fides,and t@ puſh-on thixprojgftaldeluſir 
@A;Dp 1:25: far, tharwe in Gg/and were aflured by the 
 Krenchathat the Datch were fo well inclingd;tp Peace,that 'or 
thattime they meant to lay up-their Men of War;but then 
eiterwards-the Frexch cunder-hand prefied the faid Dutch 
with all vigour and:carneſ} nels imaginable: againſt, us, and 
ro-G&t Out; their Men-ef War again, - promiſing that: rather 
than failthey would joyn theirs-to them. againſt us. It was 
upon e ſuppoſal the French were true to us at that time;in 
carrying £8. their pretended [Propeſals of .Peage, that we 
 Weere-\made cues fackged gyur Preparmtings that. Years 
and 10,2: fuhprigefollowed upenit g: for, aghe;:.Oy;cb having 
beett Farawtuliited with.a; French Brieze in their Tails, dag- 
eed alter the Leſſon. they; had-ſet them, and ip gnered our 
Bliver-95 high gig pegs 1a f, 8 
[Repdrtwentin.ghoſerdays lowever,admit at Jhould, not 
Þ& true that the Frenth were the Authors of that,Countlel, 
yet tis unqueſtionable, they. knew. of, the DeGgn & re the At- 
e2wpt vas madexit.wesgheir pretence;ol brigging about a 
Peacethat rentred-us ſerure, > whenjwndeed we had no;Se- 
 iritybitio: War,orig,8 Reaceof pyr.own making:Which 
may ſufficiently irſtiu@-us at our own coſt;what Secutity 
115:tobe expeRed from French. Amity and Treaty. It was not 
. G2 | a long 
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[tongabter; rhat we began td: fenn: Coirrenigines. of Peace: ; 
wſamucty that! ia Treaty was ednclhuded\. ac1:8r4da}; apt 
whereas onecArticle'was, That the: French ſhould eſtate 
unto us. Fr; Lhryfophens, iwthe-indnneriand-'form(tbergin 
.expteiſed, noverthdlefsghey began agamtceatuſe vs,18f1d 
.ioflteadiof:perfirming>ir Lewin ru therierydetrerand 
-truemaaning od: uh6 Annick! rheyoftitl {rod time! tolgime 
-upon:-(evera{ unjuftand Jrivolous Pretences,] pub off liis Ma- 
jeſties Commiſſioners zhat: went,”.to ye0Gdive it; . tall ſer30g'2 
- accetiity; ro! comply with unto ſmalhd meter) rheyinfter 
four-yetrs baffling; were pteas)426 deliver xnBur/ns tobe 
-ndcd,, Thavbefode'rie detiveryuf iptheydeſtroyd glbthe 
Plantations; plundetid:ant] eqrored away 23bthat was pants- 
; ble}; —urgart—wrtnsr waſte; airfd left 3t in awanſe 
-condition cthawifzrlh ericvodphamed: nibarif the 
. detaining; yori ory war wer motibeim fuffici- 
ent,they initerrgpted the 3Trade-of iis Majefties Subjects.m 
-thoſe parts: dad affumng co:vhemfdetves a Goveraignty.m 
ithoſt Ras; they rmondatinor ſhffdtiianyBhippitut dt their 
-oftthNatzon, tofailby;j” &r.2bouttthar dflindst 1and wpon 
no:ather xGrautid::1proceaded 1o) fary» as to bracigart: m_ 
\Veſtlsas\Ptizes, Sor pane nr)" ants abs vio 939) 
»zBat>"is.not mae #hagt- ita Frade par 
\bectthas med! qpmsth$whitve bechi many\ years,: do fV] 
are, dimiithiogroopPradodnere at heme:  FheprakibFn 
tupon- oor Cldth:Tradepandomany' ob oig'i uſtrat[Mainta 
,Quresfhy:Nony:temprongayay the Makers of chain. <6:gp 
zand{\ottle m1 France amb obgy lem get tecin own) People 
rtobeatifivacted in \Hhodnzkiinpbbotzegs!!; Ando ehemean 
While, tb advangrrandlincourage.civ own Manufacture; 
aAmnbaufe ours!toilie uþboourrawn hands/wlhenaunade che 
14y cheavy: Impolitzons vpocr all! ExglilÞ.ClothynSnifh, Fc. 
4han'br9or>ſhalb)be: ted into ance lofhions mahe 
ready, way tobldwiup) minyidfiourivertbantsþrangmoR 
of por Manufdfturts,) candi unde Theudntts of i#oorpengtt 
ATI apor then forsa Subfifiente:bytWarkgn '1Nd 


wonder 
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- wonider thenit : hath been. obſerved, That we do not of 
'lare ſend into France the Fourth'or Fifth: part of what 
"Goods and Commodities we formerly fent over. Nay, [ 
[ hear, That Monſieur Colbert, :one of their principal Mini- 
[Ners;is at'this-very time conlultingandadviſng with Mer- 
| chantsand' vthers/ro:-giye our:-Tradea further diminutioni; 
while: we:{fuchis the: fondneſs of our Nation!) are-bewitch- 
- ed. with an -affeRtation'of French Commodities, though but 
rmeer-Baxt/cs. and. Gzgaws,,and: though our:own Workmen 
afterwards work better;and out-dothem inthe making of 
-their-own Tnventions, yet-(fuch 1s our baſe folly !)) unleſs 
»the'Retailers''of them do ſwear, and lie too, ' that they 
- are- French- made, there's no putting them off to advantage 
-8t 2 quick rate- |Moreover, we mult have all Frexch about 
>us ; their Behaviour;ctheir Faſhions, their Garb in wearing 
-them, ' their 'mean. way of Houſe-keeping (to the utter ex- 
' tinguiſhment of the Noble way of Old Eng/iſh Hoſpitality) 
+ their needy men for Servants, their meer Dietary Leeches 
+or  Scholaftick i Methodiſts ( no-better/than moſt of our 
own) iſor Phyficians:; their caſt Tooth-drawers arid:Bar- 
bers that had not worth enough to earn Bread at home, to 
become our admired Chirurgeons; French Muſick, French 
Dancing-Maſters, French Air in our very. Countenances, 
' French. Legs; ' French Hats, French Complements, French 
[/Grirmaces ; only we have not ſo frequent the French ſhrug 
-of rhe ſhoulder, bechuſe we are: nat generally fo low-— and 
itchy.:Pardon me, if thus far;'in zeal to mine own Nation, 
-andindignation,; I a little digreſs. :: Any thing that ſpeaks 
French'is qurdelghtg:and ſuch:is the Witchcraft alſo upon 
: the: other :Nations of Evrope; ithat liaving made the French 
Language and Humours univerſal, I cannot. but look on it 
as 2 fad:Omen:of.UniverſaliSlavery ; foraſmuch as both Di- 
vines and:Politicians\havey by the courſei of God's Prov 
fence, and /Revolutions: paſt: in the Workd, obſerved, that a 
Netions taking 6f Langudge from another Nation, and pre- 
Frring it before their own, hath uſually been a fore-runner 
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of, and prepared the way for its Conqueſt. No marvel then 
that France is Carried on elevated with the Ambition and 
belief of Conquering All, when they ſee all fo fancifully 
dote upon their more effeminate Language, Faſhions, and 
People. Therefore 'tis high time that we return to our 0/d 
Engliſh Spirit and Humour, which naturally is more grave; 
manly, and Martial, and by its aative couragious Temper 
ſufficiently enabled (as of old) to cure their hot fits, and 
cudgel them out of their diſciplinary, artificial Condu&, 
and evaporating Valour. 

But to return where I left, let me ſay, theres much more 
fear of their pretended Friendſhip, and certain Falſhood, 
than of any thing elſe they can do, notwithſtanding all 
their Numbers; as may be collected out of the memorable 
Stories of Creſſy and | Agincourt ; of which laſt they have 
in their Chronicle left this diſmal Note, LaMauvaiſe Four- 
nee d' Agincourt, Let us then in the mean time have an 
eye to their Treachery, Treaties, Peace more dangerous 
than War, and their abuſive Dealings. 

And if thoſe Paticulars which we have hitherto repeated, 
be not enough to paint them out in their Colours, let us 
next calt to mind how falſly they dealt with us in the laſt 
Dutch War,under pretenceand appearance of a hearty Con- 
jun@tion with us. As to the undertaking ir elf, they 
made us to believe they would be Principal in the War, 
and that they would be content that our Forces ſhould 
ſecond them but as Auxiliares: but as ſoon as they thought 
they had engag'd us ſo far in the buſineſs, that we could 
not well go back, nor take new Counlels,they in all Princes 
Courts declared it was not; their Quarrel, and that they 
were engaged in it only toafliſt us. Which was a friendly 
courſe to render us as liable as they could to the Diſplea- 
{ure of other Princes that liked not the War;and to excuſe 
themſelves, though rhey had. been the chiet Cauſers and 
Contrivers ot it. 

We cannot. omit to remind you. next, how ſtrangely 
rhey 
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they behaved themſelves towards. us by Sea ; When they 
ſhould have aſſiſted ns in the Battle that was fought under 
the Condn&@ of the moſt Hiuſtrious his Highneſs Prince 
Rupert ; when by reaſon of their ſtanding at a diſtance in 
the very heat and ſtreſs of the Fight, and never coming 
in to aſſiſt him, they did ſufficiently manifeſt, that their 
Squadron of Ships was ſent only to be SpeRators, and to 
learn toFight, and for other ends, 'rather than to a@ in 


it : and truly his Highneſs that day gave them an Hero- 


ick Example of Skill and Courage, when he was ſet upon 
by two of the Dutch Squadrons together, one of which 
the Admiral ef the French Squadron ought to have engag d; 
according to- the Orders that his Highneſs had ſent to him 
the day before : but he not coming tn, though the wind 
all the day ſtood fair for him, his 'Highneſs. was left alone 
to- bear the brunt of the Engagement with two of the Ene- 
mies Sqnadrons at once : and though his own Ship was 
ſurrounded on all ſides, yet he fo nobly acquitted himſelf 
that day, that he not only made his own way out of that 
great diftreſs,but giving a couragtous Example to the reſt of 
his Squadron,went with them,and aſſiſted that other Squa» 
dron of- ours which had been engaged againſt Vice- Admi- 
ral Zromp at a great diſtance in a ſeparate Fight, contrary 
to his Highneſſes Orders. Moreover, it is to be-remembred, 
that as he made way to their Aſſiſtance, his Squadron by 
the way ſtill fought the Dutch Squadrons, who made way 
alſo ſide by ſide with oursat ſome diſtance, both ſides ſhoot- 
ing at cach other ; the Datch in hope to have hindred the 
Prince from giving the aſſiſtance intended ; which being 
nevertheleſs effeted by his Highneſs, and the F7olfanders 
Admirals finding they conld not prevent it, and that they 
had enough of it, made fail away for their own Coaſts. But 
hal the French Squadron under the Command of the Count 
D* Eftrees, done his Duty, and comein to ſecond the Prince 
any hour ofthe day, as he cafily might have done ( the 
wind ſanding fair) it wasevident that day, we might then 

| | have 
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have had one of the moſt glorious Victories that ever was - 
obtained by Sea,and but few of the DurchShips could have 
eſcaped home. This was afterwards acknowledged and at- 
teſted by Monfieur Maytel, the Count D' Eftrees own Vice. 
Admiral, who, like an honeſt man, attempted 'to have 
come in with a few of his Ships, but could not; and after- 
wards for his forwardneſs to have fought, and becauſe he 
blamed his Admiral, when he returned to Paris, he'was 
call'd to an Account,and'Committed to Priſon; whereas the 
Count having followed the private Inſtruftions of the French 
Miniſters, was ſtill continued in Honour and Command. 
And therefore it muſt needs be an undeniable Evidence, 
that he had privyOrders and InſtruRions only to'ſtand till 
and look on,while we arid the Dutch ſhould be tearing and 
deſtroying one another ; becauſe otherwiſe, in order to a 
vindication of the Honour of France and its Miniſters, They 
would doubtleſs have made him anſwer that egregious 
Piece of Treachery with the price of his Head. 

I intend as much brevity as may-be, therefore have for - 
born to touch upon allithe Circumſtances of that Aﬀeair ; but 
thus much is abſolutely neceſſary, to give you iproof of the 
French good will and faithfulneſs to England, as well as to 
all other Nations that have.had,or ſhall have any Dealings 
with them. Now tet us next ſee how they dealt with us, in 
-order to the putting an end to this; which having been by 
us entred into jointly with the 'French, doubtleſs nothing 
ovght to have beenattempted by any one in order to the 
ending of it, but what ſhould carry a fair Reſpect to the 
Intereſt of both 'Parties-in-conjuntion : But ſee how they 
play'd their parts with-us in'this alſo!——The' States Gewe- . 
ral of the United Provinces having nominated ſeveral De- 
puties to be ſent, ſome'to his Majeſty of Evg/and, and ſome 
to the French King, - to- know of them both upon what 
Terms they would be willing to agree;and come to-aPeace; 
His Majeſty ( asitis a Vertue innate in- his own Royal 
Temper) intended to-deal moſt juſtly with -the French: Xing 
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upon this occaſion; and therefore fo carried the matter, to 
avoid giving him any offence or jealouſie; and being loth 
to da:any thing in -the Aﬀeair without participation of 
Counſels, immediately ſent him word,ſuch Deputies were 
arrived at London, and would not fo much as hear what 
their Errand was without the privity of France, ſuppoſing 
that he ſhould have a ſuitable Return from thence. 

But what happened in the mean time 2 Even a quite 
contrary behaviour of the French :; For no ſooner were the 
other Deputies arrived at the French Court, but they were 
preſently viſited and careſſed by two Secretartes of State, 
and without further delay it was demanded of them, firſt 
if they had-full power from their Maſters to treat;and next, 
what Propoſals they would make in order to a ſpeedy 
Peace. The Deputzes deſired rather to know firſt what Pro- 
poſals the French Miniſters would make. Whereupon, to 
haſten them to a Concluſion of the Work,the French fhort- 
ly told them, they were to underſtand, That what their 
Mafter the King had Conquered by his Arms in Z7o4and he 
would not part with,unleſs they gave him an Equivalent, 
as well for thoſe Places,as for the reſt that he ſhould conquer 
before the Treaty be concluded. 

This Anſwer made the Deputties forthwith ſend back 
one of their number to the ZZague, by name Mr. De Groot, 
who was ſpeeded back again with Inſtructions to Ameron- 
gen, authorizing him and his Fellow-Deputies to conclude 
a Peace with the French. He was no ſooner arrived, but 
Monfieur de Louvoy one of the Prime Miniſters of State 
made ſhort work, delivered the Dutch Deputies a Projet of 

-Treaty, or rather the Pretenſions of the King.his Maſter ; 
upon grant whereof (as he ſaid) he would þe both willing 
.and ready to return to his former Amity with the States 

: General, and conclude a firm Peace with them. 
_. Was not this a ſweet Return of dealing towards his Ma- 
jelty of Eng/aud 2 For, you are to note, That though the 
- War was made jointly, and fe no doubt it was not to be 
| ended 
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ended without reſpects to be had to the Intereſts of each 
Party concerned therein, which you have ſeen was fairly 
meant and obſerved by his Majeſty on our part towards the 
French; yet they had o littleregard to us,that they not on- 
ly put on and entred upon a Treaty without our Privity or 
Conſent,but would have concluded it upon that ſeparate 
Treaty without us, only to their own Advantage, whereby 
their Maſter might as perfeAly become ſole Maſter of the 
United Provinces, as if he had conquered all by the Sword. 

You are to note alſo, for a clearer underſtanding of 
their Intents, That when the Heer De Groot being to go the 
ſecond time from Amerengen to the Hague with the Articles 
of this Separate Treaty ; when he arrived there, the States 
finding that there was nothing in them which concerned 
England, he told them the French Minifters had told him, 
The States his Maſters might deal as they pleaſed with Eng- 
landjand make an end as cheap as they would; becauſe (as 
they pretended) they were not bound -by Treaty to procure 
the Eng/iſh any Advantages. And thus no more Notice was 
taken of his Majeſty, nor greater care of his Intereſts, than 
if he had never been concerned in the War,or in no Leagee 
with the French at all ; So thatif by wonderful Providence 
this Separate Treaty had not been broken off, Europe might 
have been in greater hazard of its Liberty, and we of our 
Safety, by a ſettled Domination.of the French in the Vni- 
ted Provinces. + 

Much more might be'added;to ſhew the foul play of the 
French with us at that time, and afterwards alſo when the 
Duke of Buckingham and my Lord Arlington were ſent hence 
into\Zo/land: but I muſt-be. brief, this being enongh to 
diſcover. theit- friendly ibebaviour during the Joynt-War 
An. 116735" : Yar kf hs! 

In the next place, let us ſee how they have carried 
themſelves ſince the Year 73. For, we have an Account, 
that notwithſtanding the Amity.betwixt us hath been con- 


tinued to this Day, yet that Nation hath never ceaſed _ 


(38) 
do us one Injury or other, and no ſufficient Redreſs at all 
hath been obtained, though Complaints have been made, 
and Reparation earneſtly ſought for. Witneſs eſpecially-the 
many Aftronts andViolencesdoneto us upon ourMerchants 
Ships.at Sea by the French Privateers: For, but very few of 
them have been reſtored ; and thoſe that have: been, have 
found'the Remedy worſe than the Diſcaſe;/becauſe the tedi- 
ous delay of it brought ſuch charge to the .Marchants;that 
the benefit coming by the Reftitution wonld:not counters 
vail their Expences in attendance at the Court of Frayce. 
For the Clearing whereof,it cannot be amiſs to give here 
at large an Account touching the Event of fach Applicati- 
ons as. have been made to his Majeſty :for: Redreſsat the 
Council-board, and with 'the Commirteeof Trade belong. 
ing to his moſt Honourable Privy-Counci,excellently pen.. 
ned,and now come to my Hand newly-printed and diſper- 
{ed;therefore I reprint it. And itheretotloweth. 
At the Corrt at White-Z7a//the 4th of 4uzuſt, 1676. 
Preſent the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty ws Council. 
The Right Elonourable the Lord's \of the Cunnviitiee of Trade 
did this Day preſent unto his Majeſty in Counzil, a Report 
rouching the Injuries which his Subjefts did ſuſtain by French 
Capers, in the Words following: © 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, l 98:1 
T here was preſented\unto: your- Majeſty'in Council on the 31 
of May laſt, a Petition in the name of all the .'Merchants of 
London,and other places, concerned im the ſeveral Ships taken 
by the French Privateers,and carried into ſeveral Ports of that 
Kingdom;and their Complaints. confiſled of the-Points following: 
I. That the, Ships and Goods 'of your Majeſty's Subjetts,>bongh 
wanned actording to'the At of Navigation, and' furniſhed with 
all neceſſary Paſſes,were daily ſeized;carried into Dutikirk,Ca- 
lais,Sherbrook,aud other. Ports,the Maſters and-Marinerskept 
cloſe Priſoners,or force them by hardſhip to abuſe the Owners,or 
elſe for Relief of their own \neceſſities ( being commnly ſtripped 
and piundered) to emter-intothe Privateer'sSemvice whichgrvat 
numbers have done with very pernicious effe(ts., 2. That 
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2. That ' the delay and charge of proſecuting the Law in 
France, does commonly make the Owners to become loſers of 
half the-value, when ever they are ſucceſsful. 

3. That there is no Reparation ever gotten from Privateers, 
for what they plunder and imbezle,which makes them freely ſeize 
upon all they meet,and perpetually molei the Navigation of 
your Subjefts. | 

Wherefore your Petitioners humbly imploring your Majeſties 
Proteftion and Relief, your Majeſty was hereupon graciouſly 
pleaſed, out of a fence of your Subjetts ſufferings,to command 
that ſome Frigats ſhould ſail forth to clear the Coaft of thoſe 
Privateers,ts ſeize them,aud bring ſuch as had offended to make 
Reſtitution. And your Majefty did further order,that the Com- 
mittee: of Trade ſhould well take notice of the particular Caſes 
and Complaints depending,that ſuch of them as were of weight 
and merit might be fitted to receive your moſt gracious Recom- 
mendation, for Relief,as to ſurvey the whole number of Seizares 
which havs been made on your Subjeits, in order to lay before 
your Majeſty what. hardſhips have beew ſuſtazued. at Sea, and 
what ſort. of Juſtice hath been adminiftred in France; with their 
Opinion of what is fit to adviſe your Majeſty therein. 

1nobedience to which Command we have hereunto annexed a 
liſt of ſuch ſhips as have been ſeized,to the number of 53. and 
the Caſes wherein the Owners have repaired unto your Majeity 
either in Councilor by your Secretary of State, for Reliefgwhich 
as in the general it ſuppoſes. a Fuſtice in ſuch Complaints, ſo it 
leaves a ſuſpicion of great hardſhip in the Metheds of Redreſs 
and the number of Captures is no ſmall proof of the facility of 
Condemnation. 

How- many ether helpleſs Mem there haue been (befrdes the 
ſaid Caſes) who have not had ability to proſecute, or how many 
of theſe Caſes have been favoured with: Redreſs, we cannot cer- 
tainly under/ſtand,til the Informat ion we have ſought for, comes 
from Paris,wbich may alſo-enable us to compleat their Circum- 
ſtances of every Caſe. 

But in'the mean time, ſuch of al the Inſtances of Redreſs 
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as arecome to our knowledge, we have not failed in the Margin, 

to make mention of them, being in number ſeven. 

While we were in the midſt of this Proſecution, Mr.Secretary 
Coventry does on the 6th- inſtant preſent unto the Committee 
a Paper, which he received from the French Embaſſadour, 
Monfieur Courtin, relating to theſe matters, and the Contents 
thereof were as follow. 

An Extratt of a Letter from Monfieur Colbert to Monſieur de 
Pompone, -one of the French Xing 's Secretaries, written 
the 28th of June 1676, | 
For what concerns the Prizes, it would be a difficult 

matter to anſwer to all the Cafes contained in Monſieur 

Courtin's Letters ; What I can fay is, | 
That the Council fer Marine Aﬀairs, - ſits every Friday 

at Saint Germans. 

That all Privateers and Reclaimers know it. 

That Sir EZ Leighton, nominated by the Engliſh Ambaſ- 
fador, hath always notice of it, and isalways preſent at it. 

That not a Week paſſes, but I give him two' or three Au- 
diences, and oftentimes I ſend for him on-purpoſc. 

His reaſons are all reported, read, and examined. 

As likewifeare all Petitions of Reclaimers, and I ſhall tell 
you more, I acquaint him with the Reaſons upon which 
Judgment is given. | \f.) 

In giving Judgment, all Veſſels which have any appear- 
ance of being Engliſh, are releas'd, *and very often, and 
almoſt always, although we are ſatisfied that the Ships are 
Dutch, yet they are releaſed becauſe there is ſome appear- 
ance of their being Engliſh; and every thing is judged fa- 
vourable for that Nation ; andit is true that all Ships that 
are taken are of Dutch-built, that they never were in- E#- 
gland, that the Maſters and all the Equipage are Duteh ; 
that the Documents are for Perſons unknown, and which 
are not often-times ſo much as named, that they carry 
with them only ſome Sea-Briefs from Waterford, or ſome: 
other Town of /reland, or Scotland : That the whole Ships 
Company, 
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Company depoſes, they were ſent to Holland, that we 
have found on Board, three or four Veſſt|s, Bills of Ac- 
counts, by which it is ſeen the Eng/i/h took two, three, 
and four per Cent, for owning of Ships ; and although it 
js impoſſible to avoid confiſcating them, yet theſe are the 
Ships which make ſuch a noiſe in England, 
In anſwer to which remarks, though it be true that all res 
ſpeit imaginable ought to be given to what Miniſters of tas 
conſideration do pronounce, yet there being ſome as be. 
tween them who feel the ſmart, and thoſe who feel it not, we 
ſhall infiſt on ſome particulars, that your Majeſty may diſcern 
whether your Subjects are fortunate in their Freedom of Trade 
at Sea, or in the helps of Fuftice when they are ſeiz'd, as the 
Report and Informat jon of the Letter vill eem to make out ; 
for as it magnifies the favour which is exerciſed in F rance, 
the facility in all Addreſſes, and the tendern fs to relieve 
Engiſh Men in all Complaints, ſo we cannot on this ſubje&# 
But own to your Majeſty the very different reſentments we have 
thereof ; for we underſtand that when Engliſh Ships are brought 
#nto the Ports of France, many ef the Mariners complaining 
of ill treatment, and ſome of torment, their Papers being 
eized, and their Perſons in reſtraint, till all examinations 
are prepared, then are all their Writings ſent up to the Privye 
Councel at Saint Germans, and there Judgment definitively 
given, ſeldom are any of the Reaſons of Condemnation ment i- 
ned in the Decree, and never any Appeal or Reviſion admit 
ted of, / at laſt it was wntil the oth of June /aft, and whe 
ther this be the tenderneſs, or the Tuſtice which is mentioned, 
we do not know, but we are well aſſured, that the Methods of 
your Majeſty's Clemency andJuſtice on like occaſions have [been 
far otherwiſe ; aud we appeal to the preſent Ambaſſadour, 
Mounfieur Courtin, if almoſt in ail C aſes that he or any of 
the Ambaſſadours thought fit ts own when his Excellency was 
here before, and your Majeſty in War with Holland, ſeizing 
many Ships as Prize, and under great ſuſpicion claimed by the 
French, whether it were not very cuſtomary to have a ſhort 
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reference, and a Summary Examination of all Papers by- the 
Fudge of the Admiralty in his Chamber ; and that if any thing 

peared fair in the Caſe, whether the o_ were not imme- 
zately releas t-without Law , charge, or delay ; and "twill not 
be out of Seaſow, we hope, to annex hereunto the Copy of an 
Order of the 2.2. of July 1665. figned by the then Lords Com- 
muſhoners af Prizes, where it will appear that eighteen French 
Ships which were ladenwith Wine and Brandy, being at Dover 
and detained as Prize, were all 18 by one Order diſcharged 
without any Law,or even theCeremony of theFuage's Examinati- 
on, being ſingly on the Credit of the Ambaſſador's Word, affirn- 
ing that they belonged unto the French. 

As for the matter of Reviſions or Appeals after Sentence in 
the Court of Admiralty here, we know his Excellency will alſo 
remember, That never any man-was deny d his Liberty therein; 
But on the contrary, your Majeſty gave a ſtanding Commiſſion for 
Appeals in all Caſes of Prizes, and filf'd it with the Lords of 
yaur. Council only, that every Caſe might receive a candid as 
well as unqueſtionable Determination. 

We might alſo put yoar Majeſty in mind, That during the 
whole Term of your late League with France, whenever any 
French Ships were ſeized by the Hollander, and afterwards 
retaken by his Majeſty's Frigats, ſuch French Ships were always 
reſtor d on Demand, no confideration being had of the time they 
were -in poſſeſſion of the Hollander, whether a Month, two, or 
three, as ſometimes they were;and when the French owner,as it 
bath happened, knew not of ſuch retaking, but that the Ship was 
according to Law condemned to your Majeſty,and ſold with other 
Prizes; yet the Claimer appearing, your Majeſty, hath ordered 
the. Money and produtt of the Ships to be reſtored unto bim. 

Such various Method' of Juſtice and of Clemency might have 
intituled your Majeſty to- a different acknowledgment, and 
more .advantagious Effefts. 

As to-the other part of the ſaid Paper, it ſeems to contain 
very harſh Imputations on the Trade of your Majeſty's Subjes, 
and from ſome ill Praftice perhaps found out (as every where 
tbere 
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there-may be "Inſtances of the like) General Rules are made, 
and ſevere Impreſſions taken jubich having entered the thoughts 
of ſome Eminent Minifters ve muſt not wonder how frequent aud 
how multiplied ſoever your Majeſty's Recommendations for Ju- 
tice are, that the events of Tryals prove ſo unfortunate ; if 
your Majeſty will but vouchſafe to caſt your Eye on the Cauſes 
here annexed, you will ſoon ſee. ; 

p _ (as it is imputed) all the Ships taken are Dutch- 
wilt 2 | 

Whether they are all ſuch as never were in England ? 

Whether all the Maſters, and all the Mariners are Dutch 2 

Whether the Documents be for Perſons unknown, and often- 
times not named ? 

Whether in the whole Liſt, there be more than one Ship 
from Waterford, and but fix from the reſt of all Ireland, but 
from Scotland not ſo much as one 2 

Whether it is credible all the Ships Company do ſwear they 
are ſext to Holland, when ſo many are taken even coming from 
Holland ? 

Tour Majeſty may ſee how many Ships in the Liſt are Eng- 
liſh-Built, taken with Engliſh Colours, Engliſh Mariners, 
Engliſh Owners, ſome of them known to your Majeſty, and to 
whom the befþ Papers your Majeſty,or your Miniſters can fig, 
or the Treaties do require, are given but all m vain. 

So that if the Caſe be in the general quite different from 
what in the general is reprefented,we hope it will be no crime for 
your Majeſty's Subjeits to make ſome noiſe in Englaud,when they 
are hurt,and when they fee their geods taken from them by vio- 
lence; and that violence rather juſtified,than redreſs'd4 by Law: 

'Fis not for theCondemnation paſs't on theſe very itiCaſes enu- 
merated,that your Subjefts do complain,for it were to their ad- 
vantage, of all ſuch were puniſht and deterred from Trade who 
by collufion take ſhare in that profit, which the favour of the 
preſent Conjuntture ſeems wholly to appropriate to this Kingdom. 

And farely. your Majeſty and the whole Kingdom did reckon 
upon this —— e extent of: Trade that would pe 
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rally flow, as one of the greateſt Pruits aud Bleſſings of your 
make” that your As y being ſenſible of great decay and loſs 
of Engliſh Trading Ships in the late War did think it adviſable 
to admit your Subjets to repair themſeluss on the ſuddain. by 
purchaſing of Foreign Ships,and your Majeſty by your Authority 
made them free and fit to partake in the benefit of Engliſh 
Ships, to the diminution of thoſe higher. C uſt oms which other- 
wiſe ſuch Ships were obliged to pay,and while your SubjeAs with 
theſe and with their own home-built Ships,are in proſecution of 
the ſaid advantages while every. man 1s invited by the Conjun- 
ure to venture more,aud to inlarge his Trade while by a geve- 
ral truſt in the Peace. and Alliance your Majeſty holds with all 
our Neighbeurs reund about,they are-led to go abroad unarm'd 
and without defence, we caunot but lament it as a great misfor- 
tune and diſappointment, to obſerve how theſe your Majeſty's 
Subjefts are frequently made a Prey of, and wery evilly treated 
both at Sea and Land. 

Wherefore confiderimg that the root of all theſe Diſorders 
ariſes from the Violence and Rapine of the French Capers, who 
ought to be look't on as diſturbers of the Publick quiet,aud Ence 
wies of the good Friendſhip between the two Crowns, we are 
humbly of. opinion that your Majeſty has juſt occafion from the 
zujuries paſt, and thoſe which are now depending, and which do 
every day increaſe,to make a very ſerious Repreſentation of all 
«#0. his.m/t Chriſtian Majeſty;and not only preſs for ſome bet- 
ter method of repairing the grievances mentioned, but earneſtly 
to in(ifÞ. on the calling in of. all Privateers; or elſe your Majeſty 
muſt do right, and grve defence to your Subjetts from all the 
Tuſolencies which they ſo frequently meet. All which i moſt 
humbly ſubmitted. Council-Chamber 31: Fuly 1676. 

Angleſey, Craven, Finch C. H. Coventry, 
Bath, 7. Ernke, Bridgwater, G. Cartret-. 
Robert Southwell. 

Hu Majeſty taking into his ſerious Conſideration the daily 
Eomplaints of his SubjeAs,and having a great ſenſe and reſent» 
ment of their ill uſage, hath thought fit ts approve the ſaid 
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Report, and is therefore graciouſly pleas d to order as it's 
bel ordered accordingly, 

That the Right Flonourable Mr, Secretary Coventry do im- 
mediately tranſmit to his Majeſties Embaſſador at Paris a Co- 
py thereof, that ſo the evil and the unhappy /tate of theſe things 
may be made known in thatCourt,and the Remedies preſt for in bis 
Majeſties Name,which are propoſed by the ſaid Report and Mr. 
Secretary is alſo ro attend the French Embaſſador here, with 
the ſame Repreſentation, and to expofFulate upon all theſe 
Hardſhips; and the little Remedy given to his Majeſties Sub- 
jets, either on the Merits of their Canſes, or the Recommenda- 
tions of them by his Majeſty.That ſo his Excellency being made 
ſenſible of his Majeſties Diſpleaſure herein, and the reaſonable 
Diſcontent of his Subjetts,there may be by his Care ſuch lively 
Impreſſions hereof fixed with the King bis Maſter, and the Mis 
niſters of France,as may redreſs the Evils that are complained 
of, and obtain the juſt Remedies which are propoſed. 

| Philip Lloyd. 

To rheſe Evidences, I might add the Liſt of ſeveral 
Ships belonging toour Eng/iþ Merchants, raken by French 
Privateers ſince December , 1673- which was alſo preſented 
to the Right Honourable the Committee of his Majeſties-. 
Privy-Councel for Trade , and by them to his Majeſty, to- 
gether with the Names of their Owners, and their other. 
Circumſtances ; but it would be too copious for this place 
Therefore 'tis ſufficient for me to ſhew-you only an excel-* 
lent Account of the Buſineſs it ſelf, of the great Care and 
Pains of the Noble Lords of the Council's Committee for | 
Trade; and of his Majeſties Royal reſentment of the Suffe- 
rings of his Subjects, and. the Abuſes put upon our Nati- 
on ; which may teſtifie, that no Nation under Heavert 
can have better Reaſons oa their ſide to juſtifie a-.War 
than England hath againſt France, for the many Diſho- 
nours, Afﬀeronts, and Injuries done us,. in recompence of his 
Majeſties high Integrity, and fair Carriage towards them. 


But this Unfaithfulneſs of theirs towards us is ingrafted 
in 
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in their very Nature, 'as may appear not only by what 
hath of late been obſerved, but alſo by the Stories of old, 
all the time that Scor/and'was under a Crown ſeparate from 
England, it having then been perpetually made uſe of by 
France, when any Difficulties were upon us, as a Back-door 
toenter, diſturb, weaken, and attempt us here in Exg/and. 
Therefore having,fince the happy Union of the two Crowns 
under King Fames, been at a loſs all his Reign how to diſturb 
us by their wonted way,they at length got an opportunity 
to plague us, by bolſtering up a boiſterous Presbyterian 
Party in Scotland, that might open the Back-door again, to 
let into Eng/and, not only Armies, but the delicate Pandora 
with her Box of Beauty, varniſh'd over. with the name of 
of the Holy Diſcipline, and fill'd with all the Plagues of 
Egypt, to make our Nation miſerable ; I mean Presbytery, 
the pious Mother, Nurſe and Seminary of CivilWars, and 
perpetual Factions among us : and thus for the planting 
of War: here, we are beholden to France, among the other 
good Deeds they have done to our Nation.--But that I may 
no longer talk in the Clouds, the plain Story in brief is this: 
The French having long had a Deſign of Conquering the 
Spaniſh Low-Conntrys, and conceiving it was no time to 
diſcover or attempt it, as long as Zug/and ſhould be in a 
condition to hinder' it,' therefore to' remove this Impedi- 
ment out of the way, the beſt way for attaining their End 
was thought to be in the firſt phce an Imbroilment of the 
Ring of Exg/and, that inftead of looking to Concerns a- 
broad, he might te held in Conteſt at home with a factions 
Party of his Scotiſþ Subjects, who before, and in the year 
x639. had ſhewn themſelves very vexatious and trouble- 
fome to his Majeſties Government, about matter of Xirt- 
Diſcipline, and its Government by Biſhops : This was 
matter combuſtible enough for France to work upon, and 
blow into 4 flame © ſ@ that Cardinal Richelzev, grand Mi- 
niſter of State to. the French ' King, by his Agents giving 
them large Promiſes and Encouragements, got into # par- 
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ticipation of Counſels with them; whereby the FaQion 
was agitated into a Downright Rebellion there, nnder rhe 
Name of ſeeking a Reformation ; and then followed Conn- 
ſels alſo for 8n Invaſion of Erg/and ; which was effected, 
and they made their way with an Army to Newcaſtle, pof- 
ſefling themſelves of it. Bnt by the King's Prudence they 
were ſent home again, a Pacification being made, and ho- 
ped jt was that all would have remain'd quiet. Bur this 
ſudden matter not ſuiting with the mind of the French Mi- 
iſtry, and Richlieu finding that there was a working up of 
the like Diſcontents, and a likelihood of the fame Deſigns 
in Exgland for the cauſe, or rather pretence of Religion, the 
Bellows were blown here alſo by the ſame hand ; ſome of 
the heads of the Faion here were brought to a brotherly 
correſpondence of Counſels and Reſolutions with their 

Friends of! Scotland, a conjun&t Deſign was laid for 4 
Second Irvaſion upon England, under the name of Brether- 
ly Afiſtance ; and the Platform of the great Covenant was 
then propoſed, approved by the Agents of their friend 
Riohelieu, tobe ſer on foot firſt in Scotland; and by Agree- 
ment it was afterward'to be handed thence in cue time 
back into Exg/and. In the (mean while, the FORTY 
ONE Parliament being called, matters then ripened apace 
Jor their purpoſe, by means of a prevalent FaQtion in Par- 
lament,which very much alarm'd the King and his Court, 
inſomuch that he conceived it was high time ro rip open 
this Evil,by diſcovering, ſeizing, and accuſing ſome of the 
aforementioned Heads of the Faftion, viz. a Lord, and Five 
Members of the Houſe of Commons. The Articles of the 
Charge againſt them were in number Seven, One of which 
was; That they had traiteroufly invited and encouraged a Fi- 
reignPower to invade hisMajeſties Kingdom of England. Which 
was ſo true,thathe deſired a Trya) of them;but their Par- 
ty-in the Houſe not daring to permit it to be put/to Proof, 
they ſhock'd the King in the Buſineſs; and fo the Aﬀair of 


the COVENANT, and the otherEffeQs of that Invitation, 
ran 
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ran the more roundly on- to a ripeneſs and final Diſpatch 
in Scotlayd, by the time that the Sun in its courſe broyghr 
on the year 164z- And then came on a Second Invaſion. of 
England, flouriſhing their Colons with this Rebellious. Mot- 
to, FOR THE CROWN AND COVENANT OF BOTH 
KINGDOMS: And thus you ſee how far we were beholden 
to France for all the Miſcries of the enſuing Wars, and the 
numerous Broad of FaQtions which iſſued thence in England, 
Scotland, and /reland : .Of the certain Truth whereof we 
.might have had undenzable Evidence, upon the Tryal of 
thoſe whom the King had then charged with Treaſon,jf the 
Temper of that time would have permitted a fair profecu- 
tion; however, it.was (1 remember) ſufficiently talk't oſ in 
thoſe days ; and I have now by me a Book in the French 
Tongue; which was printed 2.4 Years ago by Adrian lac, 
at the Hague in Helayd ; in the third part whereof are 8 
Chapters, and over the ſecond Chapter is this Title, [Le 
Cardinal de Richelieu la cauſe des Deſordres arrivez en Angle- 
terre.) That is to ſay, [ Cardinal Richelien the cauſe of the 
Diſorders befallen England. JWhich he brought in (as [ told 
you) by the way of Scotland, to the ruin of our Peace, the 
Royal Family, the Church, an1 the whole State and Go- 
/ vernment of our Kingdom. | | 

But this tampering with and corrupting other Prince's 
SubjeQs, is an old Game that the French Miniſters have e» 
ver been playing all over Exrope.Let it be remember'd how 
the ſame Rich/zeu wrought the Revolt of Portugal from the 
Spaniard,and the Rebeflion in Catalonia, and carry'd on the 
Wars in both thoſe Countries to bring down the Power of 
Spain; how he tamper'd alſo with the Swede,under Guſtavus 
Adolphus,to invade the Empire:and then with the Emperours 
General, Walle/tcin,to betray the Imperial Army: by whoſe 
ſuddain death the French K:»g loſt the great opportunity to 
work himſelf into a poſſeſſion of the Imperial Throvue.How 
Cardinal Mazarin, after him, carried on the Popular Come 
motions raiſed by Maſanie/o in the Kingdom of Naples, by 
ſending 
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ſending thither the D. of Gaiſe to be their Head, to the al- 
moſt wreſting of Co out of the Hand of the Spar 
»iardand then alſo how he lurch't that Duke,and deſerted 
him:Moreover,how the laſt Year the French Intrigues fo far 
prevailed in Spain, as to turn the Queenr-Mother out of her 
Regency,drive out her Favourites,ſuch as ſhe thought moſt 
fit and firm for the young King's Safety, to put him into 
other Hands,and turn all things in that Court topſie-turvy, 
that being agitated and held in play by their own diviſions 
at Home, they might te leſs able to have regard to the pre- 
ſervation of the Fleming,or to the carrying on a Joynt-war 
with the Hofanders. How they have been the commonEne- 
mies of every State, deſtroying the Peace of Government 
every where;ſowing of Fations in all Princely Courts, their 
Councils; or among ſuch of the:SubjeQs as are fatious; or 
elſe they jumble one Prince againſt another by turns, as 
they did the Prince Els&or Palatine againſt the Elefor of 
Mentz,ſtarting up an occaſion of Quarrel betwixt them;one 
while to-take part with the: Eleftor Palatine againſt BSenitz, 
another while with Mentz' againſdi'the Prince ; whoſe 
Country they miſerably haraſſed' and waſted. 1! 

It cannot be forgotten what they lately did to corrupt 
the Emperor's Council, by means of his ownFavouritePrince 
Lobcowitz, Whom they bought for Mony to betray his Ma» 
ſler's Counſels and Afﬀairs;beſides their Intrigue in the ſame 
manner with the Prince of Fur/tenbergh and his Brother. 
Alſo,what they did in the Znited Provinces to incommode 
his Highneſs the Ptince of Orazge, by bolftering up the De 
Wits, and their Louven/tein Republican party againſt the 
Princely. 

What they: have done to clog the Empero?; by foſtering 
2 Rebellion againſt him in Zw#gary; and how preat” charge 
they areat to ſever the power of the D. of Bavaria, and of 
the D. of ZHanover,from the common Intereſt of the Erhpire 
in this-War.” 'How they have diverſe times indanpered all 
Chriſtendom by conſederating with the Grand m—_— - 

G iſtur 
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diſturb both Zungary and Poland; for which cauſe (as My 
Lord Zexbert writes in his Hiſtery) the Pope had like to 
have given away the Title Moſft-Ehriftian from their Freuch 
King Francis F. to beſtow: it ypon our Henry VII; before he 
had been dubb'd by his Zelineſs with that of Defenſor Fidei. 
——- What Artifices have been uſed by them to ſettle and 
nouriſh perpetual FaQtion among the Poliſh Nobility, 
whereby other great Opportunitxs have diverſe times 
been given the. 74 to fall upon them. 

In.2 word;their common practice hath been, to give the 
World all manner of diſturbance, and ſo .to render them- 
ſelves in its Opinion the common Enemies of its Peace, a 
publick Peſt among States and Princes, in every Country 
they either find combuſtible Rift, or elſe make it, and then 
ſet fire ro it;they axe ata mighty charge to find, Fodder for 
the various Animals of Faction in all Places. By this megns 
Divide & Impera makes. way for them, and thus they con- 
quer more than by their: Arms : they inflame Countries 
thus, as welh as burn them, as. they did A//atia, that having 
enough to do. to quench fires at Home, they may: haye net 
ther leiſure nor” power. to hinder French Projeds abroad. 
Queſtionleſs then,fince wein, England have ſeen. and da ſee 
our Neighbours: Houſes fired ene aſter another, *tis high 
time to look to our own, and ſecure our ſelves and all Eu- 
rope, from ſuch, Bautefeus, and the fad Effect of their Im- 


pious Courſes, 
r1 - SECTION-1Vv. 


That as the French have dealt falſly with us, and all other 
Rrances in the point of Peace; There is na Security to behad 
fer. any, one Party, but by a Faynt War. 


Is Majeſty of Evg/azd haviog hitherto on. his partpre- 

ſerved a fair Reſpe& and' Amity towards ' France, 

paſlog by tlie many Indignities. and Injuries dane _ 7" 
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ſelf and hisNation,in hope hisPatience might,by fair means, 
have prevail'd wirh the French King at length to do reaſon 
to us, and the reſt of his Neighbours; and that to that end 
his Majeſty might have perſwaded him to have forborn a 
further perſecution of the War in Flanders, thar thereby we 
might have ſeen ſome good Fruit of his Majeſties friendly 
interpoſing1n order to the procutemetit of a ſpeedy Pacifi- 
cationzand the Frexch pretenting ſo to do, and to admit his 
Majeſty to a performing the good Office of Mediation be- 
twixt France and the Confederates ; but now the Iſſue of all 
being contrary,for that the French have made an unexpet- 
ed ſudden Breach further vpon Flanders in the depth of 
this Winter,and appeared reſolute tocarry the whole Conn- 
try,if they could, before Spring;ſo that this ſurpriſe gave a 
new Alarm to us and all the Neighbours: the World muſt 
juſtifie his Majeſty,if after all amicable means uſed in vain, 
he ſhall now find himfelf in prudence concern'd to take a 
Courſe by War, to vindicate his own Honour againſt the 
many Violations andAfﬀronts aQed by France;and by God's 
blefling to become the happy -Inftrument to recover the 
Rights of the oppreſſedStates andPrinces;as alfo to preſerve 
his own Nation againſt the Dangers threatned at our very 
doors, and to reftore unto the Generality that glorious 
Chriſtian Peace, which carinot otherwiſe be obtained. 
Peace was the SabjeR of Chriſts laſt Sermon; the great 
Legacy that he bequeathed ro his Foffowers. What Chriſti- 
ans then are they, that make ir their Intereſt and Buſineſs 
to deſtroy it on Earth ! This is the Work of wild Beaſts 
and Monſters to infeſt whole Countries; and when men 
att as ſuch, the very Law of Nature as well as of Nations, 
excites and juſtifies all Mankind to War againſt. them: 
Look back on the former Setiors of this Dilcottrfe, and 
there you have a ſight who are the men, whom no Trea- 
ties nor Intreaties can reduce to # more Chriſtian State. 
Their Metro'is,Fus oft in Armis,No Law but the L2w of Arms: 
thetefore by Arms atone the Quarrel is tobe decided ; 
| G2 an 
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and that for theſe following, Reaſons : Provided that Fo: 
"reign States and their Miniſters do not trifle with, but come 
up rourdly to us :And that people here at home do their 
Daty for Encouragement anſwerable to the Importance of 
ſo great and neceſſary an undertaking, Which(no queſtion) 
every man wife and honeſt | will te ready to do, and. no 
reaſonable man can doubrt.Iit, ſceing-our own and the Uni- 
verfal Intereſt now calls for it, and the Parliment did this 
laſt Summer ſo earneſtly addreſs for it ; and ( I ſuppoſe ) 
his Majeſty had ſuitably anſwer'd it, had he conceived the 
Time to be ſeafonable, and ſome other Circumſtances a- 
greeable ; which the Law moſt prudently hath left in his 
own Judgment to determine; the more full and better ſence 
whereof may be. colleed out of his Anſwer to the Addreſs 
it ſelf;at rhe end whereof I read this Intimation ; That he 
could not do things for the ſecurity of his People, with thoſe 
Advantages to them, which by the Parliament's 4ſſiftance at 
that time he might have doxe.Which (I remember very well) 
moſtMen did interpret to be meant of theZZouſe ofCommons 
not granting, and the King's wanting 600000 /. demanded 
by his Majeſty for a further ſupply, which might have en- 
abled him to, &c. But of this, more anon. 
Here are the Reaſons afore-mentioned, 

I. The firſt Reaſon for War againſt them, I draw from 
the Sumwmun probabile, the Higheſt probability, that if we 
help not to redace them,and extinguiſh War abroad, they 
will at laſt bring it home to us- Which I prove by con- 
{ideration of theſe three particulars. 

France's Aphoriſms of State. 

The Political Creed. 

Their Neceſſity to continue in War. 

. T+ The firſt Aphoriſm is ſuch as is deſtructive of Peace in 
all Places,and diſpoſes them to act accordingly. That is,7o 
enter into all ſorts of Affairs by Right or by wrong, by Hook or 
by Crook, and eyery where to become Arbiters by Violence 
er by Canning,by Threats or by Friendly Pretences.l all the 
| Differences 
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Differences paſt or preſent, they ſome way or other wind 
themſelves in to take party, and form for themſelves an In- 
tereſt: nor did ever any People ſhew the leaſt diſlike to the 
Government,and anlnclination toRebellion,but the French 
fomented it,and made the FaQtions their A/ies.They never 
entred intoany War to favour any Party, but with intent 
to exa ſperate it;nor into any Peace,but to ſow the Seeds of 
New Diſputes, as paſt Experience hath made evident, and 
the Stories of theſe Truths afford numerous Examples ; 
but I now want room to inſert them:So that if we conſtrain 
them to Peace, it will laſt no longer than they can work 
our Malecontents into Mutiny, and then they will violate 
that Peace by encouraging them, or by ſiding with them, 
ſecretly or openly. 

2. A Second Aphoriſm is, to have for their only Rule /x- 
tereſt of State ; 1o that the Faith of Treaties, the good of 
Religion, or the Ties of Blood and Amity cannot hold them» 
The Inſtances for proof thereof I have given already, All 
that the Turks have done in Chriſtendom ſince the time of 
Francis I. to our time, they owe to the Alliances of France 
with the O:zoman Court; and to the diverſion which France 
made in their Favour-, againſt any Chriſtians who were 
likely to aRtagainſt that Common Enemy of our Religzon. 

3- Their Third Aphoriſmis, To keep other States, as muck 
as they can, divided and bufied at home, or elſe engaged.in 
ſome External War, as England, Germany, Italy, Denmark, 
Spain, Poland, Holland, and. many other Countries have 
had ſad Experience. What Peace then with ſuch a Nation, 
her Witchcrafts are ſo many ? 

Their Fourth. is, 7o keep their Tounger Brothers of the beſb 
Pamilies always. in Arms abroad at the Expence of their 
Neighbonrs. 

All theſe are the Maxims of.Conguerors; infallible Eviden- 
ces of a profound Deſign to be proſecuted to the utmoſt 
Bounds of Conqueſt : So that to talk.to them of Peace, is 


to talk againſt their /xtere/#; that*is, 'tis tono purpole. , 
The 
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The other thing to be conſidered,is their Political Creed, 
which Ithall not give you in my own words, but as it is 
tranſſated, having been printed in the French Tongue at 
Ville- Franche by Jean Petit, F677. 

[They believe that what others call Violence, is but a bare 
precaution, and a purſuit of one of their Infallible Rules of Art, 
viz. That Conquerors ouzht to provide for the future,by deſtroy - 
ing whatever may hurt them,and that they ought to have noLaw 
but the Sword, the Appetite of Governing, and the Glory to be 
had by aggrandizing themſelves at the coſt of their Neighbours. 
Pyrrhus alſo believed this jufF ; and Catar that all things 
were lawful for Dominion, | 

They generally applaud theſe Maxims,and hold that nothing 
7s forbid to them, that may diſturb their Neighbours, and ſow 

diviſion among them:that they have a ſecret joy in doing wrong, 
and whatever elſe may be moſt afflifting and outrageous. That 
Pity is a cowardly Vertue which overthrows a Crown, whoſe beſt 
Support 1s Fear,and Impiety its Foundation. That Arms inſpire 
.4 reverence among Men, and Troops are the admirable Adv» 
cates which plead a cauſe belt. That the Proclamation of the 
Cannon is above all other Titles. That JuStice is a Phantaſm ; 
Reafon a Chimera; Marriage a trifle; the Faith of Treaties an 
illufton;Peace bat a bait. That their Cabals onght to be full of 
mylterytheir Conferences mfnaring,and their Oaths but ſport of 
ChHaren, a Trap to catch a Cully, and a Charm for Fools. 

They further believe and ſay, That Perjury is juſt, and that ac- 
cording to their new Morals,1l may be done for a greater Good. 
That ſincerity ruines them, that perfidiouſneſs is profitable; Im- 
poſture,of much benefit;that Infidelity is theCharter of a Prince: 
Faith, a fooliſh Maxim; Keeping their Word but a mean 
Compliance ; and Violence the proper hinge to move upoy. 

Our Tears are their Tipple, our Sighs they regard not; they 
Speak one thing, do another ; make great Promiſes, never per- 
form any:Their Mouth flatters,while their Heart betrays; they 

bave noPriendſhip without an Emd;Yengeance is ſweer to them, 
their Brotettion heavy: They embrace with one Arm, ant fmo- 


ther 
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ther with auother:France is the Proteus of the Age, aud hath 
1000 Fares:She enters like a Lambyransforms into a Fox,and 
thence becomes a devouring Wolf. They never pardon,are never 
to be ſurpriſed, and their Ways are paſt finding, out* 4 double 
face,a charming Vaice,with a ſtudied behaviour. They count no- 
thing a pleaſure but what tends to euſlave the Peoplegand lead 
them to deſpair.Tunc oderint dum metuantzaud they ſcoff at 
the hatred of the conquered, if they can but make them fear. 

Elizabeth of England always aſſerted, That France might 
be eſpouſed as a Friend, but never approved for a Neighbour; 
their rapidity and heat conſuming what they can reach, not be- 
ing able to ſubj;ſt without coveting, and iwvading their Neigh- 
bours Goods and Territories.) 

The laſt of the 3 Particulars to be conſidered; is, That 
France is under a neceſſity to continue War as long as they can. 

I. This appears by what I have hinted-in- the Third Se- 
(ion :vi%, That their King having brought the younger 
Brothers of his Nobility andGentry (which area vaſt num- 
ber) to depend upon War for a Livelihood, and by War 
for a making of their Fortunes ; ſo that he hath mace War 
their Trade, Tis abſurd to imagine he wilt by ary long: 
Obſervation of Peace deſtroy their Trade and Livelihood: 
For then, what follows. ?. They muſt even prey upon him- 
ſelf at home 3 he muſt maintain them, or they mutiny, 
and turn popular, and the common people being eaſily ts 
be agitated with the hope of eaſing their moſt intolerable 
Burthens(for whoever among the Boyrgeozs, the Tradef- 
men, or the Peaſants, do get either Lands or Pence, their 
King, as oft as he pleaſes, demands three parts in four,and 
ſo they pay him three Farthings of every Penny, if he 
Tax itupon them, and ſends Troops of Horſeto collect it ; 
asnow they doat this time in-the Provinces of. their own 
Nation, as I have ſeen the Account of it fet down” in a 
Letter which came to. hand; but: few hours ago)! for theſe 
things, I'fay, may readily difpoſe them to cloſe with-male- 
content Traders in War, who will be (ure to _ = 
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Trade'of war at home, if they have it not abroad. This 


alone is evidence enough to ſhew he muſt avoid a Peace, 
though he may ſeem willing to Treat about ir, and pre- 


tend fair towards it, and parhaps keep it a little while, 
ti{l'he can frame'to himſelf greater Advantages by break- 
ing it, which his Intereſt (you ſee) will compel him to,to 
avoid that grand Domefick Miſchief aforementioned. 

2. Beſides, Peace is fo far againſt his Intereſt, that if he 
grant it, he cannot have any tolerable pretence to keep 
up that: vaſt Revenue, which hs raiſes at preſent out of 
the Purſe of the people to maintain his wars ; which I have 
heard to amount yearly to above Eleven Millions of Pounds 
Sterling, beſides his Contributions raiſed out of conquer'd 
Countries, which are eſtimated at a. grand rate by thoſe 
that underſtand them : and all theſe muſt needs be dimi- 
niſhed.if he permit Peace. So that 'tis a mean thought, to 
imagin that the French Miniſters ſhould not ſee and avoid 
theſe Conſequences, which would leſſen their Profit, as 
well as their Maſters. - 

3. To be brief, By another Reaſon of State he is neceſſita- 
red riot to permit Peace long, becauſe without War they 
cannot long | retain' their numerous Princes, Mareſchals, 
Dukes,and' chief Nobility,in-a dependance upon theCrown 
for augmentation of theirEſtates,or the ſatistaRtion of their 
Pride, Ambition,and Avarice, which 1s not otherwiſe to be 
done,but by having to beſtow on them greatMilitaryCom. 
mands,O flices, and Governments in the Conquer'd, and o. 
ther Conquerable Places.By theſe things you ſee what Ne. 
ceſlity lies upon their Miners to adviſe and determine as 
Monſieur Louvoy,one of the chief among them very lately 
did,that there:was a neceflity for their continuation of War. 
And indeed, No man better than Louvoy underſtands the” 
Temper, Inclination, Sence; and Intereſt of his Maſter. * 

Now if theſe: things be fo, 'tis time for''us' to'proceed 
with our other Arguments for War, on our behalf and fo- 
reign Neighbours: one of which I have alrcady given you. 
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II. ASecondReaſon,or Argument ſor us and them to war a- 
oainſt Fraxce,is; That as the French Miniſters cannot admit 
Peace, ſo this is one evident Token they never intended 
it;foraſmuch as they ſo order'd the matter of Peace under 
debate at Nimeguen, that the Treaty was rendred hopeleſs. 

I II. They have hitherto fruſtrated the gracious Intent, 
Offertures, and Endeavours of his Majeſty of Great Britain, 
to procure a Peace by Mediation on the behalf of the Con- 
federates, and all Europe : which is no leſs than a tacit De- 
claration for an Univerſal Conqueſt. 

IV. A Fourth Reaſon, may be drawn from the Ambiti- 
on of France, which is reſtleſs, and boundleſs : never to be 
fatisfied more than 1s their Avarice, large enough to ſwal- 
low All upon the Continent, while they reſerve theſe Iſles 
of Great Britain, and Treland as the laſt Morſels. 

V. A Fifth Reaſon, had I time or place here, might be 
copiouſly drawn trom the huge magnitude of France, its 
Dominion being extended upon the ruins of other Nations 
to an immenſe Bulk, beyond all tolerable Allowances: ſo 
that in compariſon with them and their Mountain of Pow- 
er and Greatneſs, the Neighbour States and Princes are 
become ſo light, that they are but as the ſmall Duſt in the 
Ballance. And therefore unleſs a Courſe be taken to give 
them a Diminution, there will ere long be very little pro- 
bibility of cur being able to give him a Counterpoiſe. That 
excellent Prince the Duke of Rehay, in his little, but weigh- 
ty Book, ſtating the Intereſts of ſeveral Princes, determines 
it is the Intereſt of England to keep ſuch a Ballance of their 
Powers, as not to permit that either of them grow ſo great 
as to be able to oppreſs another : And that we oughtever 
to hold it even betwixt France and the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and if either of them excced, to reduce. it to an Equality ; 
this was accounted a principel part of the Ancient Gran> 
deur of theEng/i(b Nation:King Henry the Eighth firſt well 
ſetled it in managing the Difference, betwixt Charles the 
Fifth, then both Emperor 5” King of Spaiy, : and _ 
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the Firft, King of France, the two Grand Competitors of 
that Age. That excellent Princeſs Queen Elizaleth' well 
improved it, and fo it continued till the time of Cromwell, 

who firſt erred in this matrer of Publick Intereſt, to ſerve 

his own private, by greatning of France beyond due propor- 
tion, ſo that he interpoſed the D:thculties which fince lay 

in the way of Reducing it. By the Influence of this old 

piece of Policy, it was that Fyg/and was always 1n a con- 

dition,. whenſoever ſhe pleaſed, to ditpence Peace, or War 

to every Nation, and thereby grcat Hcrcur redcunded 
to our own, throughout the World, and there is nothing 

but War can reſtore it, by curing the overgrown Dropſie 

of the French Greatneſs. | 

VI. You had before an Intimation of another moſt con- 
ſiderableReaſon,drawn from a conſideration that no Peace 
that can be made can give us any ſecurity of enjoying it 
long ; to-which I may add, That a Peace will but betray 
us to the next Opportunity the French ſhall pleaſe to take. 
Beſides, in the interval we ſhould but give him the oppor- 
tunity to reinforce himſelf, ramaſs his Treaſury: and there- 
by inable himſelf to proſecute the old Artifice of corrupt- 
ing other Princes Miniſters, Officers and Governors, and 
work his Ends ſo as to alienate and ſeparate as many of 
the Confederates as he can from their holding Counſels 
io common for Mutual preſervation, to embrace ſuch 
terms as he ſhall, under a fpecious ſhew of Advantages, 
think fit to propoſe unto them ; which if obtained, would 
utterly break them one after another, and induce this In- 
conveniency upon England, to be left alone, or with but 
few Participants to joyn in the work of Reducing France 
into its former legitimate moderate Condition. 

VII. Another Reaſon is to be derived from a Confide- 
ration of the great increaſe of the Naval Power of France, 
whereby they are enboldned to give diſturbance to our 
Merchant-men' itt our own Seas ; ſuch an Indignity to his 
Majeſty, and Violation of our Rights by Sea, as is not 

to 


(59) 
to be indured ; and which the Kings of this Iſland have 
from all Antiquity poſſeſked as far as the very ſhores of 
France, exelufive of any Pretentions of Right of ariy other 
Nations within the FOUR SEAS: TheEvidences whereof 
were collefted; and with Arguments drawn from all ſorts 
of Learning and Records, digeſted intoone excellent Book, 
by that moſt famous Man Mr. Selden, entituled MARE 
ELAUSUM. Among the particulars whereof [ Remember 
that the Addition of the Por#-Cullis to the Royal Badges 
of the Crown' of Exg/and ( which is yet to be ſeen upon 
many of the Royal Houſes built by our Kings) was made 
for this Reaſon, even to ſignifie to all the World, That we 
had a juſt Right and Title, at pleaſure ro ſhur up, and open 
the Sea when' we thought fit, as it were, with a Fort-Callis, 
to all Paſſengers paſſing by Sea. And'by the faine Eviden- 
ces it is there proved, that-ouy Title to-our Propriety in the 
Sea is as good asany Title the French Ring harh to any part 
of his Dominion by Land. His Grand-Father wrote di- 
vers Letters with his own hand toKingFames (which T have 
formerly ſeen in the Paper-Offce at White- Hall) to as 
Leave for ſome few Vellels to fiſh for Soules (as he ſhould 
have occaſion) for his own Table: Which was a ſufficient 
Acknowledgement where the Soveraignty lies by Se. 
There have been alſo,in former times,brisk Meſſengers ſent 
to the French Kings, requiring them, as foon as they had 
but begun to lay the Carcaſs of ſome pitiſul Ship upon the 
Stocks, to forbear building. Which ſhews the Preſfumption 
of the French in making ſo grand Naval Preparations to 
invade our Seas: And our Honour, as well as our Right, calls 
aloud for Vindication. | 

VIII. There is Reaſon aHo-to bedrawn from a Conſide 
ration of the hazard of Religion. r. As concerning the P-ro- 
teſtant, about which I'ſhal] nbt uſe-ny more words to: clear 
this point,thari this ſiortProverb now uſed inFravce,and by 
them attributed to their own King ; That his Grand-Father 
loved the Proteſtants, his Father feared them, and he him- 
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ſelf hated them. Which any one that beholds the Ruines 
of their demoliſhed Churches,, and the hard Conditions 
under which they are oppreſſed in every point, within that 
Kingdom { too large here 'to recite.) will eaſily believe 
2. As touching the Roman Catholick Religion, how that 1S- 
like to fare, may readily be prognoſticated ; 
Tros, Rutiluſue fuat, nullo diſcrimine habebunt. 
Be a Papift or be 8 Proteſtant, the French make no diffe- 
rence in uſage, whereſoever they come, Witneſs to this 
how they have dealt in Catalonia, Alſatia, the Spaniſh Lows 
Countrys, and divers other Roman Catholick Countrys where 
all men exclaim againſt the Domination of France. 
3.Whereas it was of old aDoQtrine inftilled into. the minds 
of the Romaniſts by their Father Confeſſors, that they ought 
to adhere to Spain and; the Houſe of Auſtria, rather than 
topromote the FrenchEmpire,becauſeSpazn being then much: 
the greater Kingdom, and cſteemed the dearer Son of the 
Church, by reaſon of its greater Zeal, and more ſtrit and 
intireImbracement of - the Rowi/h Faith, and through the 
diligence of the /nqui/ition, kept without any mixture of 
that which they call ZZerefie. and therefore more likely to 
continue firm to the Rowan See ; now of later time, the 
State of Empire being altered, Spain brought much lower, 
and not able to give ſuch Protetion and Defence as for- 
merly to the Roman Cauſe in theſe parts of the World, the 
Pope and his Prieſts and Jeſuits are ſo far altered too, that 
having ſince ſeen the French go on like Conquerers, they 
have quitted the former Reaſons on Spair's fide, and like 
the Men of the World, are turned Courtiers of Fortune, cry- 
ing up France altogether 'now, though if they pleaſe to re- 
member bow not many Years ago France, upon a petty 
Quarrel in Rowe, betwixt ſome of the Pope's Souldiers and 
the Duke of Cregu?s Servants (then Ambaſſador there) 
ruffled the Pope himſelf with ſuch unheard of Inſolence, 
that for meer fear he was conſtrained to abandon divers 
of his Friends and Kindred,and to the perpetual diſgrace of 
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the Holy Chair, and of their Religion, and of the Adored- 
Father of Chriſtians, (as they would ſeem to repute him) 
they made him cry like a Child, and ere a Pillar in Rome, 
with an Inſcription, ſignifying the pretended Afﬀeront to 
France, engraven upon it ; and it continued ſome Years 
Nanding, till the Tears of his F7o/ineſs prevailed for the de- 
moliſhing of it. Notwithſtanding all this (I fay) the Ro- 
man Prieſts do venture to magnifie France as much as they 
did Spain before, not conſidering how their Iutereſt of Re- 
ligion declines there by the marvellous increaſe of the Pro- 
teſtants and Fanſeni/ts, and by the indifferency of Zeal in 
moſt of the French Papiſts ; and, were it not meer Reaſon 
of State that holds it up there among the Grea? Ones for 
the preſent, no Man knows how ſoon it might be relin- 
quiſh't, if a little time ſhould happen to alter that Reaſon 
of State, it being a voluble thing, if their MiniFers ſhall 
think they have a good reaſon to invade 7taly, as other 
Places, and after Conqueſt of the ſmaller Princesthere, to 
ſeize Saint Peters fair Patrimony for an Addition to the 
French Kings Revenue, and then make the Pope content 
to become his Chaplain, and to be glad of a Penſion, as 
the Mufti is at Conſtantinople ; who knows then how ſar Rea- 
(on of State may alterit ſelf, and make further Alterations? 
But let the Popiſh Party look to that : They may hope the. 

beſt, if they pleaſe ; but we and all the reſt of the Prote- 

ſtant Party in Germany and other Parts, muſt be ſure to go- 
to wrack as faſt as they.can reach us, and then deal with 
us as they do with their own, ia the. Concerns of our Reli-- 
gion as well as our Eſtates. 

Ours ſhall be ſure to go down : and the Papilts cannot 
be ſure their Religion ſhall not receive Alterations ; eſpe- 
cially in Secular Advantages of Wealth and Power, ſeeing 
even in France the King hath already converted to his own. 
uſe a great part of the Monaſtick Revenues. Therefore it 
almoſt equally concerns both Papi/t and Proteſtant, in re-- 
ference to Religion, to adventure their diſtin Powers and 
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intereſts in one common Bottom, and Reſolution, to War 
with him, -and to hinder the obſtinate purſuit of that Pro- 
xR of an Vniverſal Monarchy. 

IX: The laſt Argument that might be brought is the 
Pniverſal Incliration of onr People towards a War with 
France, And the like Inclination, yea, and Neceſſity that 
appears among, our Foreign Neighbours : Never was there 
a more marvel;ous Ccnſent of Mankind about any one 
Buſineſs;therefore I need not uſe more words to preſs it on, 


SECTION Y. 


An Account of ſuch Objeftions aud Impediments as by Male- 


contents may be caſt in the way, in Caſe His Majeſty ſhall 
fee Cauſe now to make a War. 


EE there are Diſcontents among vs, is a thing, in no 
_ JF. wiſe to te denied; and the Anthors of them are 
fufficiently known. They are s ſort of cminous Pirds al- 
ways hovering about City and Suburbs, preſuming ro miſ- 
repreſent, argue, and arbitrate the great Affairs of State ; 
and ſuch 1 the licentious Liberty they take to themſelves, 
rhat they cenfure, arraign,and condemn what and whom 
" they pleaſe. Ever againſt the Sitting of Parliament, they 
gather and appear in whole Flights and Flocks, breeding 
of falſe News, and beding Miſchief whereſoever they come. 
They ſometimes haunt the Houſes of Ambaſſadors, and 
and other Foreign Miniſters, if they can get any intima- 
cy with their Servants, with. whom they give, and take 
Sapplies toward a Stock of Intelligence ; rhe one to fur- 
riſk the Forreign Poſt, the other the Coffee- Houſes, whence 
they iſſue again, make allies upon the Canary Catals at 
the G/obe, the Horn, the Xings-Zdead, or the Devil, to 
furniſh them, and ſettle Correſpondencies both Eaft and 
Ie#t, and to that end receive Commiſſion tobecome Ewiſ- 
faries and Trotters betwixt ſome particular Wiſeacresin both 
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the climates. / If the Parliment chance at any time to be 
Prorogued or Adjourn'd, that Seaſon proves to this fort of - 
News-mongers, like a nipping Froſt to Flies, and they are 
even ready to die away like fainting Graſs-hoppers. There' 

nothing revives them in the Interval, like ſome unluckys 
Miſchief befal'n the Court. Tis Miſchief they gape (or 
and yet are but Fools at doing, and therefore ought to be 
better inſtruted, 

For if I loved Miſchief, and meant to do it, I would firſt 
raiſe Objeions to prevent a War now; though a while ago 
I wiſhed well to all thoſe that had a deſire to promote 
it, | would objeR, that it is too late to enter upon it now, 
becauſe it ſhould a been done laſt Symmer,before the French 
King could a made his late Impreſſion ſo far into the Spas 
iſh Low Countrys, and before the Confederates were brought 
ſo low. Beſides, I would not give way with patience, to 
hear another man anſwer me, that it is not too late ; but 
prove that had his Majeſty conſented to it laſt Summer, 
there are moſt ſufficient Reaſons to be given why it might 
have turned very much to the prejudice of his Afﬀairs ; as 
for Inſtance, 

1. Had he then declared an immedirte Conſent to it, 
it had been all one as to have declared a War ; for, the 
French are not ſo ſlow-witted as not to apprehend it ſo, 
nor ſo remiſs as to negle@ a dealing with us accordingly. 
What could we have expected, but that our Merchants 
Ships, which at that time were in great numbers trading 
within the Dominions of France, would have been imme- 
diately ſeized, and all their Effects, which amounted to 
a vaſt ſum of mony? whereby our King, beſides the loſſes 
of the Merchants, muſt have loſt a great ſum of mony ac- 
cruing here to his Cuſtoms by the Import of thoſe Goods 
and Commodities. 

2. His Majeſty very well underſtands what an impor- 
tant Point *tis to conſent to a War, which 1s all one in cftet 


as to proclaim a War, before competent preparations made 
for 
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for it by Mony, Ammuition and Men, Ships, and all other 
neceflaries for War could be ready to put it in exccution. 

3+ The French Xing might then (for ought that can be 
faid to the contrary) have been thereby ſo exa{perated,as to 
lay aſidea while hisAfairs in Flanders,and being ready fur- 
niſht with all the neceſſaries that we wanted, immediately 
have reſolved to fall upon us by anInvaſion,2nd what (Tpray 
you) could have hindered at that time ſuch 2 Surpriſe of us? 

4. It had been a ſtrange Adventure to h ave been lo for- 
ward to have engaged our ſelves by promilſe to enter into 
the War, before it was known what the Confe4-rat?s would 
do towards it, to encourage us to their Aſſiſiance. The 
preſent Diſtreſs lies upon them more than upon us ; there- 
fore there ought to be no bogling with us;or delaying,but 
a quick doing what is reaſonable for them on their part, 
to engage us in their Confederacy. 

5. The French King, having pretended fair for an im- 
bracing of His Majeſties Mediation in order to a reaſona- 
ble Peace, it was queſtionleſs very convenient we ſhould 
ſtop a while to ſee what would be the iſſue of his pretence, 
that in caſe he ſhould play foul, aud deceive us, we might 
have the juſter and fairer cauſe to War with him. 

6. If there had not been any of theſe Reaſons for delay; 
yet the happy Alliance with the Prince of Orange, having 
been ſince accompliſhed; and being a very good expedient 
to open the way for a more convenient enterance into Con- 
tederation, is that which may abundantly ſerve to ba]- 
ance any pretended inconvenience of the delay of entrance. 
But to proceed 

Moreover, if notwithſtanding theſe Reaſons, any one 
of thofe-men of Intelligence ſhould yet miſcheivouſly 04je, 
That laſt Summers delay hath been the ruin of Flanders, 
and made the recovery of it ina manner impoſſible, and 
ſhould endeavour to perſwade others 'tis ſo, becauſe of the 
loſs of ſome few Towns there ſince, let ſuch conſider, that 
the Spanzard, by his not cloſing yet with us in our friendly 

In- 
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Inclination, feems not to be of their Opinion, or that Fax- 
ders is yet fo near ruin, ſeeing that he himſelf hath made 
a further delay, by not coming up to our reaſonable De- 
mands at this time, when as he hath of late ſo much pre- 
tendedit, and all men expeQted he would accordingly have 
done it out of hand. 

Beſides, Let thoſe News-and-Miſchief-Mangers remems 
ber it 1s not long ago fince they themſelves, in one of the 
Canary-Clubs, were of 2 mind, that the Confederates if we 
were joyned with them, would be able to work Miracles 
in Flanders againſt the French : but it now ſeems that the 
loſs of St. Ghi/lain, or of a Town or two more, hath ina 
moment deprived us and the Fl/emings of all Power to do 
what is fit to preſerve the Country. Ir hath been told me, 
that very lately, the like Diſcourſe being boldly bandied 
at a certain Cabal of Coffee-mongers,one that fate ſmoaking 
hard by in a Corner of theRoom,ſtept in,and faid honeſtly, 
That he wondred there ſhould happen among ſome men ſach a 
ſudden change of Opinion ; and that it muſt needs give a ſuſpi- 
cion there is ſome inviſible Spring that.moves them; ſome Secret 
Intrigue and Reſerve in the Heart,when the Tongues go at ſo 
rolling a rate :and that they are a ſort of people tutor'd to this 
Tune,to argue Pro and Con by Turns,as their own Occaſions ad- 
ter ; That they are reſolved to diſlke whatſoever the King may 
judge is reaſon for him next to do-in his publick Affairs ; and 
that they put on the approbations and diſapprovements of a 
War, according as they are influenced, and as the WORD &s 
given out by their envious Male-contented Leaders; and as it 
may ſerve t9 pleaſe,or irritate, and to render themſelves gracts 
ous in their eyes unto whom they are Retainers. 1 do remember 
(faid he) what Foy the People had,and Bonfires,as ſoou as the 
Marriage of the Prince of Orange was declared;and not many 
days after, this ſort of {requent Changelings raiſed 7 know 
how many Scandals about it. How far the French have bal 
an influence on ſuch petulant Talkers, 1 canyot ſay; but 0 
ther men more honeſt ſpeak broa;g evough ab gut it. 

1 Which 
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Which having been thus roundly wtter'd, the Gentleman 
laid down his Pipe, paid for his-Diſh of Coffee and went his 
way, leaving them all in an amaze to gueſs who this Man 

ſhould be. 

Now,no ſooner was this Gentleman gone, but another 
who over-heard the Diſcourſe,drew near to them: (tor all 
are free over a Coffee-diſþ)and fitting down, laid, Gentlemen, 
pardon me if I tell you I was here tother day, and heard ſome 
others of you diſcourfing about Money to carry on the War; and 
metbought-it was much any among you ſhould think it reaſonable, 
and:moſt neceſſary to have War ; and others yet he of opinion, 
That the Point: of Money ſhould be cumberd with Delays or 
Diſputes about it- What would the Event of this be? Would it 
not: render us: ridiculous to the French, and make them ſcorn 
us Would it not diſhearten the Confederates, and make them 
jealows,that whatſoever Reſolutions we take to gzve them hope 
of aſſiſtance,yet as ſoon as they are taken,they will by one Acci- 
dent or-other be made impratticable? In time of Neceſſity, and 
-whes Hannibal was at the Gates, or any. other Enemies nigh 
coming, the Romans ever inſtituted a Temporary Officer, 
whom theycalledDiRtator,and to him theSenate and People gave, 
during the publick danger, but not longer, as full Power as the 
K. of France now enjoys, to do and take whatſoever he ſhould 
Judge neceſſary to ſecure the Publick State of the Nation : by 
which Policy they. avoided all Diſputes ond Debates about the 
Concerns of the Warzand ſo they generally come off with Succeſs. 
Be it far from me to urge at this time, that we ſhould in this 
occaſion of ours imitate them, but yet methinks we ſhould ſo far 
learn of them,as to do all we can to avoid and lay aſide diſput- 
rngs;eſpecially about the veryLife andSinews of a War,con/tant 

ſupply of Moneys,and other Neceſſaries;and to come as near the 
Roman Policy as the publick ConfFitution, convenience, aud 
State of our Government can poſſibiy permit, if we mean to ob« 
tain the like happy Succeſs, 4 truſt muſt be lodged ſome where; 
therefore tis beſt and ſafe(ft to place it where,and in what man- 
ner the Law hath placed it. The Law obliges the People, as 
\ well 
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well as the King: It obliges the King to make War, where, and 
when he ſhall judge it n:edful. And on the other hand,it obliges 
the People,readily and cheerfully to give him neceſſary ſupplies; 
otherwiſe this abſurdity would be implied in our Law, that it 
ſhoull1 oblige tho King,and leave the People looſe in this mat+ 
ter; which can by no means be ſuppoſed, becauſe then it would 
oblize him to an Impoſſibility; it being impoſſible for him to do 


his part,uuleſs they on their part ſhall ſufficiently ſapply him , 


Which *tis not to be imagined the People can be ſo mad as to 
decline, beca'ſe 'tis for common Safety, The Supream Law, 
which is a further Tie upon them; and if they obſerve not that 
it is not only to be wanting to the ends of Gubernation, but in 
effet a Fruſtrating both of Law and Government it ſelf: and 
at this time,an unnatural abandoning of our ſelves,and a giving 
up of that moſt noble cauſe wherein whole Europe is ſo deeply 
concerned. 

[ thought, Gentlemen, to have ſpoken no more at this time; 
but ( craving your Pardon ) pray, Sirs, let me tell you, T o- 
ver-heard aljo here t* other day, what ſome of your Company 
ſaid, refletting. upon ſome State Particulars paſt, the reviving 
whereof would better become the mouth of a Common Enemy, 
than a true Engliſhman, being matters altogether Foreign to 
the Bufineſs of War which 1s now the UnumNeceſſarium, The 
one Thing Neceſſary: and till all fit reſolntions upon that be tas 
ken,why ſhould any matrers inferiour, that may cauſe diſcontent 
or diviſion of minds,be diſcourſed among you?2T will not ſo much 
as name them, to give you cauſe to overheat your ſelves to an+ 
ſwer me; reſolve to bury them,and all that you then ſaid about 
them:For I am no Spy upon you:T am a Gentleman; and if any 
other perſon that is an Informer may have takennotice of what 
you ſaid, and ſhould chance to call me to witneſs any thing a- 
gainſt you, know I have a Gentleman's Memory, very apt 
to forget all upon ſuch an occaſton: 

This Diſcourſe ( as I have been told ) furprized them 
more than what was faid by the other Gentleman, infomuch 
that the Company ſtared on him with ſilence, being moſt 
of 


of thetn(1 uppale) oF Opiaion, that what he ſaid was reafonibut 
as there" isin\all Compenics. forhe whom ao Reaſon: carr ſatisfie, 
ſo:thyre were: (it ſrems)) among them ſome fow Zmiſſaries, Trot « 
ters; and Miſchief-mengers.belonging to the Canary Cabals, who be. 
gan to grumble, but preſently broke up, and went to the ſeveral 

laces of Caballing, and communicated the matter there to their 
Principals ; among whom there hapning to'be a falſe Brother, or 
two, by that means I got the Story. | 

Now for a Concluſion ; 

Let me an[wer one Objiion which I hear walks about hke a 

Rugbear to atiright us, wiz, 1'hat though our Chronicles tell ys, 
that Edw.the Third conquer'd France, and -his Son Edward, called 
the Black Prince, brought their King priſoner into England : and 
and though Henry the 5th. made a Second Conqueſt of them more 
compleatly, being Crowned King at Pars; and his Son Henry the 
Gth. alſo Crowned there, and Reigned gver them many years:yet 
the Caſe isalter d now;France is quite another thing;it is now one 
compadt Body; it in thoſe days was ſhared by diverſe. Sovereign 
Princes, which made the French King but little in compariſon of 
what he is in theſe Jdays;being become exceedingly more potent 
and-more difficult to ſubdue, by reafon of his preſent. Lordſhip.o- 
ver all thoſe Soveraignties, 
" To ballance Advantages of his,note, thatEnglandalfo is (through 
God's good providence become much more powerful than it was 
in theſe days; For though in thoſe days we had Treland, yet it was but a miſe. 
rable half-planted Country, alwaies rebellious agaioſt us, ſo that it was an ex- 
traordinary charge. and aclog rather than a help te us: but now we have it im- 
proved to the height, and the Iriſh in good order with our Engliſh ; alſo the Ac- 
ceſſion of the Kingdom of Fcorland, a numerous and warlikq People, which then 
alſo was another great Clog upon us, now uniced with us. To theſe Canſide- 
rations add, T hat by addirton of the Confederates,if they pleaſe to be plain with 
us, we may I ſuppoſe be contrepoiſe enough to anſwer all the French Advanrages: 
and no Man that knows what England is at Sea, and what an Evgliſh»$eaman is 
will doubt,eſpecially if Helland joyn with us ,that we may be a Match ſufficient 
for that King; and that we over-match him in this,that we have a Better Cauſe; 
and therefore (God pardoning our Injquities in other matrers) have a- better 
hope-of Divine Benedifion. 97 

Which being well weigh»d,we may very aptly invert the old ſaying of Cice- 
ro, Fuſtiſſimum Bellum iniquifſime Paci anteſeroe. That is, being a liccle paraphra» 
ſed in Engliſh, I upon the whole matcer conclude 3 Tha t.a moſt juſt War 55.10 be 
preferred before a maſt unjuſt Peace, moſt dangerous ro us, and all the reS$ of the Eurg- 
pean Nations. 


FINTS. 


